~ CHRISTIAN cml 


INTERNATIONAL WEEKLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 








\ | 
\ oan - 
A ATS a2 of Redemption Frank C. Mabee 


No Creed? (An editorial) 


Cultivate 


OD has given to each of us the capacity to 

enjoy life, to love and to manifest that love. 
Unfortunately some people just don’t seem to 
know what to do with their potential. 

For some the world is a place of dissension and 
misery. No matter how hard we try, we cannot 
penetrate their self-imposed barriers of distrust 
and bitterness which bar friendship. They resent 
friendship. 

Life is not a bowl of cherries, but regardless of 
our identity or position if we look close enough 
and long enough we will find that each day has 
more to offer than we sometimes realize. 

What a shame that we often fail to develop the 
God-given ability to smile instead of frown, to 
laugh and sing instead of gripe and grumble, to 
rejoice instead of rant. Friendship is not effort- 
less, of course. We must work at being that kind 
of person who radiates something of what we be- 
lieve Jesus had in his personality. 

“Hold fast what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21) is a 
basic teaching of New Testament Christianity that 
most of us have forgotten. Far too many have 
lost hold of the true treasures in life because they 
have been too busy tackling trifles, toying with 
trinkets. For some a position of authority, its 
use or misuse, means more than friendship, or the 
pursuit of worthy goals. Some are more con- 
cerned about prestige and collection of material 
possessions than with family harmony and love. 

We need a “faith to live by,” but faith will not 
be sufficient to save us unless we live it in our 
daily relationship with others. Jesus said, “by 
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (John 13:35.) 
This is a test. 

Love is of God and the potential for loving is 
given to each of us. Love does not come easy. It 
requires a commitment of our best qualities to the 
service of others. Facing each new day this simple, 
personal prayer is appropriate: 


“God give to me the grace to cultivate the 
good that is within me. Make my life radiate 
with those qualities of life which will cause 
others to observe that I have spent some time 
with the Master.” 


Mr. Alston is Executive Secretary of Christian 


Literature Commission and Circulation Manager 
of THE CHRISTIAN. 
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PRAYER 


While wild winds whipped 
the mountain tops afar, 

I stood upon a crust of vir- 
gin snow 

And from the clearing 
looked on lights below 

And felt a flash of peace 
fall from a star. 

I stood in time and space 
with none to mar 

My lofty solitude, and 


And saw a pattern for the 
way things are. 

So when I pray I rise above 
my life 

And see from lonely heights 
the right and wrong 

That strive in conflict in my 
cluttered mind 

And sometimes see a reason 
for the strife 

Or maybe only feel my 
heart grow strong 

To seek a newer path not 
quite so blind. 


—Jocelyn Mason Cain 
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“We are not called to anything less 
than faithful obedience to God.” 





A MINISTRY OF REDEMPTION 


by Frank C. Mabee, Jr. 


O ONE can say for sure when the courtship 
started, nor when the marriage was consum- 
mated; but everyone who has been aware of re- 
cent developments in Christian education could not 
have missed the fact that Christian education and 
theology have become related. The result of this 
relationship has been varied and interesting to ob- 
serve. 

I cannot speak as to the effect this relationship 
has had on theologians (for often they have 
played “hard-to-get”) but I can speak out of per- 
sonal experience as to the effect on Christian edu- 
cation. 

We then broke free into a rebellious religious 
adolescence, and we are now seeking a spiritual 
maturity in the Biblical faith that is both adequate 
and relevant. More than anything else this gen- 
eration is seeking a faith that will give meaning 
to modern existence. Out of this pilgrimage of 
faith, which is common to this generation, we can 
remember with what alarm we entered each new 
discovery. 

I can hear myself give the warning that “if the 
Church takes seriously the new Biblical theology 
with its emphasis on man’s need for a redemptive 
experience it will cut the very root that feeds the 
developmental concepts of Christian education.” 
And this it did! We knew we would have lost 
everything if we surrendered the belief that we 
could by environment and correct methods of 
teaching produce “believing vital Christians.” 

When we did recognize our failures to produce 
“better Christians” (with each graduation class 
of seniors that were ready to reform the Church 
and society) we re-examined the machinery and 
tinkered with the curriculum and rewrote our ob- 





jectives. But this activity did not correct the basic 
deficiency. 

With the new relationship of Biblical theology, 
the teaching ministry of the church began to look 
at the person and discover with a new sense of 
reality the nature of man and his alienation to 
God, his Creator and Father (the rediscovery of 
person is central to the development of Christian 
education). 

Lest I be misunderstood, let me emphasize that, 
now seeing man again as the Biblical faith would 
have us see him, the Christian educator appreciates 
with new enthusiasm the insights that have been 
gained over the years, as to how he might most ef- 
fectively involve the person with the Christian gos- 
pel. 

The methods, techniques, curriculum, and ob- 
jectives are now not seen as being sufficient in 
themselves to “produce better Christians” but are 
now used to bring persons into a relationship with 
the good news that they can be reconciled with 
him who has loved them. 

The interesting twist of fate is that now at a 
time when Christian education has found itself 
related to the “message” of redemption the church 
as an institution and many of its ministers are 
preoccupied with “gimmicks,” “gadgets,” and 
“methods” for stewardship, evangelism, member- 
ship development and even outreach that would 
equal the best that Madison Avenue can do. 

To understand what is happening in making the 
current changes in curriculum, methods, and pro- 
grams, at all age levels, and in all areas of work 
—local, state, national, and interdenominational— 
it must be seen in terms of the theological renewal 
that is taking place in our day. 

There is first the call to the one mission of the 
Church. Christian education has been as guilty, 
if not more so, as all other functions of the Church 
to see its task as the essential work of the Church. 
Certainly the task of teaching the faith and giving 
guidance in Christian nurture is essential. But 
this is still only a means of fulfilling the mission 
of the Church and not the mission. 

The mission is the redemptive reconciliation of 
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man (persons) to God who as the scripture says: 


shows his love for us in that while we were yet 

sinners Christ died for us... . For if while we 

were enemies we. were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. (Romans 

5:8, 10.) 

Is this not the same mission that is being ac- 
complished by those who are serving in Africa, 
India, or anywhere in the world? Is this not the 
same mission that is being accomplished by the 
callers who come to your church each week to 
visit the strangers in your community? Is this 
not the same mission that is being performed by 
the CWF or CMF meetings of your church? Is 
not evangelism, overseas missions, home missions, 
fellowship groups all seeking to fulfill the same 
mission, the ministry of redemption of persons, 
that the church school teacher is seeking to ac- 
complish? 

To understand with full clarity the significance 
of the one mission of the church and to see all 
“functions” as means rather than ends in them- 
selves will call the church to again become a re- 
demptive fellowship in which persons can become 
new creatures in Jesus Christ. This the teaching 
ministry is seeking to fulfill. 

The one mission of the church brings us to the 
second factor: all Christians are called to one 
vocation. The reformation doctrine of the priest- 
hood of all believers has become vital for our day. 
Every person who confesses Jesus as Lord and 
Savior is seen in light of the Biblical faith as one 
who has known the love of God and thus has ex- 
perienced moments of forgiveness and acceptance 
that has led to reconciliation. 

Every confessing believer should be able to wit- 
ness to the one fact that he has been loved. This 
is the meaning of redemption: resorted to a right 
relationship; claimed by him who has the right 
to own our lives. 

It is these persons, who are aware of their voca- 
tion as Christians, that have a witness to make, 
that Christian education is seeking to enlist in the 
ministry of redemption as teachers, sponsors, and 
directors. I am talking about the persons who 
can witness to the gift of grace that when they 
came to be servants of the Father they found they 
were restored to sonship, understanding themselves 
as the prodigal. 

This witness comes out of a depth of humility 
and understanding of what it means to be a new 
creation in Jesus Christ. They have had eyes to 
see and ears to hear and now understand what 
the scripture means when it says: 


Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new 
has come. All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself, not count- 
ing their trespasses again them, and entrusting 
to us the message of reconciliation. (2 Corin- 
thians 5:17-19.) 
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The third factor which has come about because 
of the relationship of Christian education and the- 
ology is the seriousness with which the teaching 
ministry has sought to make the message of re- 
demption relevant to man’s modern existence. Of 
all the disciplines of the Church I know of none 
that have dared to listen to their critics so seri- 
ously and turn a penetrating light upon their own 
task as completely as the teaching ministry. This 
has caused them to ask the devastating question 
of “So what?” to all their programs and pro- 
cedures. 

This question, asked of persons who have been 
faithful in attending church schools for years, can 
be most disturbing. If after attending the church 
school for years a person has the same hatreds, 
prejudices, fears, and sense of meaninglessness to 
their life they must be confronted with the question 
as to what has the experience meant if it has not 
given them a new mission and a redemptive ex- 
perience. 

If our young people can go to twelve years of 
church school and in six weeks have their faith 
shattered by new discoveries at college we had 
better ask what type of teaching we have given 
them and how relevant it is to their life. There 
is nothing so tragic as to fail as a church school 
teacher—to close the soul of a person to the love 
of God as being relevant to life. 

If we are not bringing persons, whatever their 
age, into new relationships that restore their 
awareness of the meaning of life then we had 
better review what it is we are doing. If our 
teachers are not able to give a witness of the real- 
ity of God’s love for them as they teach curriculum 
and use methods then we had better seek to find 
the reason for the lack of depth to their lives. 

This is the task that the ministry of Christian 
nurture has set for itself. It is a task that they 
cannot do alone but must call to all the church 
to ask the questions about the nature and mission 
of the church today. 

Recently I heard a most unusual radio program. 
On it were several leading educators of our nation 
representing various fields of study. After listing 
a series of disturbing problems that face mankind 
today such as population growth, rapid depletion 
of natural resources, moral decline of civilization, 
and the tendency toward authority and loss of 
freedom; one said, ‘Man must solve these problems 
in the next century or not at all!” 

It has been reported that when Professor Kermit 
Eby learned of the possible destruction of the hy- 
drogen bomb he met Chancellor Hutchins of the 
University of Chicago and asked the question, 
“What is the answer to an ultimate weapon?” The 
reply came immediately, “An ultimate ethic!” 

Our only answer to the ultimate question of 
meaning to existence in our day is an ultimate 
faith. This is the task of the redemptive ministry 
of the Church. 
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No Creed? 


E ARE getting the impression that Dis- 
WY cca of Christ are more interested in 
creeds than our history says we are. Just 
when it seemed that the phrase “not a test 
but a testimony” would properly classify 
creeds, both ancient and current, written 
evidence in articles and letters points to felt 
needs for specific, even exclusive, statements 
of “What we believe.’ 


The editor welcomes such discussion, but 
not because he shares the feeling that the 
Church of Christ on earth could be enhanced 
appreciably by classifying the biblical teach- 
ings and formulating some of them into a 
test of fellowship. Neither do we recommend 
the historic creeds for tests, but they are ex- 
cellent historical pictures of the times and 
point the way to many aspects of the faith 
which modern man might easily overlook. 


We welcome the discussion because it shows 
a renewed interest in the solid doctrines of 
our religion as well as in the ethical out- 
working of these principles in society. We 
have had enough of the heresy that “it doesn’t 
make any difference what you believe so long 
as you lead a righteous life.” 


Having said these things, we admit that 
most of us are probably ill-equipped to carry 
on a very extended discussion in philosophical 
theology. And let us not forget that, regard- 
less of how authoritative any of us may 
sound, writers, readers and editors—this is 
still “a journal of news and opinion.” A few 
people read it who resent opinions contrary 
to their own, but the bulk of our subscribers 
know it is a forum for sincere Christian peo- 
ple and that sincerity is not a synonym for 
infallibility. This latter word has to have 
individual treatment in Protestant theology. 


What is the relationship between God and 
Jesus Christ, according to the scriptures? A 
recent article on “Distinctiveness of Disci- 
ples” (by G. Curtis Jones, April 30, 1961) 
had an innocent-looking sentence, in the midst 
of more than a thousand words. It read, 
‘Disciples in general have never been able 
to accept the idea of Jesus being God.” We 
have had many letters regarding this sen- 
tence. 


The scriptural teaching on the God-head 
cannot be told in a page. The metaphysical 


Christ and the human Jesus have been treated 
with both faith and doubt all through our 
era. We have not asked the writer what was 
in his mind with the use of this sentence but 
it isn’t difficult to guess. With the use of 
the word “never” one’s mind runs back to 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell, in particu- 
lar. They, and their followers have been 
careful to preserve the Sonship of Jesus in 
their language lest his humanity be lost sight 
of, while talking of his pre-existence. 

A fairly careful re-reading of the Declara- 
tion, the Address and the Appendix by 
Thomas Campbell and a reading of the chap- 
ter on “The Son of God” in Alexander Camp- 
bell’s Christian System have failed to turn 
up any instances where the writers have not 
distinguished carefully between God and his 
functions, and Jesus Christ. 

Does this mean that the Campbells did not 
believe, with the prologue to John’s Gospel, 
that “the Word was God’? No, it does not 
seem so. They were biblical students. They 
understood those words. They were also 
mindful of 1 Timothy 2:5: “For there is one 
God, and there is one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” They had 
to state their belief about the Lord Jesus 
Christ in such ways as would take all aspects 
of his existence into account. 

Hear Alexander Campbell as he wrote: 


“While, then, the phrase, ‘Son of God’ denotes 
a temporal relation, the phrase ‘Word of God’ 
denotes an eternal, unoriginated relation. There 
was a Word of God from eternity, but the Son 
of God began to be in the days of Augustus 
Caesar. . . . The Word incarnate or dwelling in 
human flesh, is the person called our Lord and 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ; and while in the system 
of grace the Father is the ONE GOD, in all 
the supremacy of his glory, Jesus is the ONE 
LORD in all the divine fulness of sovereign, 
supreme and universal authority.” 


In our judgment more fruits of the spirit 
are likely to be produced by modern Disci- 
ples if they maintain the same careful dis- 
tinction in their expressions which the Camp- 
bells did. It is not entirely a problem of 
semantics, but partially so. 

We can accept Jesus as “Lord and Saviour,”’ 
as the National Council of Churches states 
it; or, we can say he is “God and Saviour’ 
with the World Council, if we know what 
we are saying. It is a good omen that so 
many are interested in good theological ex- 
pression. 
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Many place personal comfort 


and convenience first and 


the church's ministry second 


The Mir-Conditioner 
Broke Down 


HAT was sure a dark day 

when our church’s air-condi- 
tioner broke down! In our part of 
the country, it is an absolute es- 
sential to have an air-conditioner, 
or you won’t have anyone in 
church on Sunday! We knew that 
we had to do something, and do it 
quick, or we’d be ‘in the soup’ 
for sure. 

“Budget-wise, we had _ not 
planned on a repair bill that ran 
into four figures—that ‘miscel- 
laneous fund’ was too small. So, 
we began to look around for 
places in which to economize. 


“As chairman of a special com- 
mittee assigned to the job, the 
first thing my eye fell on when 
we had our emergency financial 
meeting was the latest salary we 
had added—minister of Christian 
education. Hmmmm! By shift- 
ing that load onto our other min- 
ister we would save more than 
four thousand dollars in one year 
alone! 


“We had our answer (the rest 
of my committee concurred with 





Mr. Smith is minister of Christian 
Education at Central Christian 
Church, Decatur, Illinois. 
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by Lael M. Smith 


my suggestion). Of course, we 
hated to call on the carpet a 
young man like our minister of 
Christian education to tell him 
that bit of news. In fact, we 
turned the job over to the edu- 
cation committee. They explained 
carefully that his work had been 
fine the eight months he had 
been with us, but the old budget 
was a little thin now, and, well, 

. a letter of recommendation 
had been written for him to any 
church that was interested in hir- 
ing someone. 

“He took it better than we had 
thought he would, no explosion 
and no emotional outburst. They 
say he is still looking. Hope he 
finds work. Seems people have a 
hard time believing his story. 

“Oh, well, we’re now in good 
financial shape, and the air-con- 
ditioner is working perfectly, bet- 
ter than ever! Our board secre- 
tary offered to sit down with our 
minister (we have a new one 
now) and explain to him what 
pastoral duties he has to do in 
addition to Christian education 
responsibilities. What more can 
a man ask? 


“We sure hope our air-condi- 
tioner does not break down again, 
because we sure do miss it when 
it is gone!” 

The above anecdote is used as a 
“jumping-off place” for the ex- 
pression of a true concern. It is 
true in that there are some 
churches across the land which, 
if the choice were put to them, 
would choose the air-conditioner 
over an expanded ministry. 

What does this say about our 
concept of the church, the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, our own per- 
sonal witnessing? It says that 
theye are many who place per- 
sonal comfort and convenience 
first and the church’s ministry 
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second. We do not realize that 
is what we are saying, for we 
couch it in terms which are ac- 
ceptable, nice-sounding. 

For instance, we say, “We may 
not always be so prosperous as 
we are now. We had better lay 
aside a little for a future day. 
We ought to have a comfortable 
balance in the bank at all times.” 

Slice! There went an arm of 
the ministry! 

Or we say, “Our people are 
giving now until they cannot give 
any more. We have reached the 
saturation point.” And the rec- 
ords show that as an average we 
are giving about one per cent— 
or less—that Christ’s ministry 
continue. 

Chop! There went another 
arm, sacrificed to personal com- 
fort and convenience. 

Perhaps we say it like this: 
“If the minister would just do 
the calling on our own church 
members and leave others alone; 
and if he’d stop accepting re- 
sponsibilities outside the local 
scene, we would not have to hire 
other people to do his job for 
him.” 

What is the name of our club? 
What are its dues? 

Say it however you like, it 
still amounts to the same thing— 
personal comfort and conven- 
ience above the church’s ministry. 

We started with a concern for 
Christian education, and have we 
digressed? Not at all, for Chris- 
tian education does not enter at 
one point; it enters at every 
point. For a church to call in a 
person in Christian education to 
enlarge its ministry, is not like 
a medical doctor saying, “This 
is a case for a bone specialist; 
we must call one in immedi- 
ately!” 

Christian education is not per- 
sonified in ‘‘adding a staff mem- 
ber” to the church; nor is it only 
the Sunday morning Bible study 
(nor the Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday meetings), nor is it 
only the fellowship groups in 
action. Christian Education in- 
cludes Sunday morning learning 
experiences, it includes the youth 
programs, the fellowship and serv- 


(Coninued on page 23.) 
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Going to Europe 


this summer? 


THE 


TIE 


THAT 
BLINDS 


by Geneve Selsor 


AST summer I went to Europe, 
L along with 50,000 other 
Americans, “to see the famous 
palaces and cities of renown.” 
But I did not see empty palaces 
or cities or churches. Every- 
where I looked there were multi- 
tudes listening with weary at- 
tention, glassy-eyed with bore- 
dom, to glib guides who filled 
in everyone’s gaps of knowledge 
with correct and incorrect bits 
of information. 


In the midst of this crowded 
confusion of people, I felt alone, 
uncommitted, uninvolved, until I 
became aware that in every 
crowd there were those travelers 
who were listening eagerly, im- 
patiently, questioningly. Then I 
turned over a new leaf in my 
mind and listened not so much 
to the information being dis- 
pensed as to the unconscious in- 
fluences of the guides as they 
lectured. In this way I found 
that England is the cradle of 


Mrs. Selsor is the wife of 
Wayne Selsor, minister of South 
Broadway Christian Church, Den- 
ver, Colorado. 


civilization, that her poets, play- 
wrights, artists, statesmen, busi- 
nessmen, and explorers are the 
greatest this world has ever 
known. Furthermore, that the 
ungrateful behavior of her 
colonies, including the United 
States, only indicates their low 
level of national mentality and 
capacity to appreciate the finer 
things of life. 


During a week spent in Scot- 
land looking and listening to 
guides, I found that country to 
be superior in courage, bravery, 
and audacity in love to all other 
countries, but especially to Eng- 
land. The States really did not 
rate consideration here for they 
were young, uncouth, with no 
background worth noting. 


By the time I had _ sorted 
through the unobjective, partisan 
information I had heard during 
these two visits, it occurred to me 
that here echoed the cry that 
doomed unity of nations and 
world brotherhood. The guides, 
anxious to impress or please tour- 
ists, had polished golden bright, 
the popular national images of 
their respective countries. Their 
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pride and allegiance to their land 
was appealing but it was also ex- 
clusive for it blinded them to 
merits of other countries and peo- 
ple. 

This bit of perception on my 
part pleased me and I in turn 
rubbed my self-image briskly and 
thanked God I was not as Eng- 
lishmen or Scotsmen! But, lis- 
tening to scattered conversations 
among other Americans I heard 
them doing as I had done. In 
their eyes America shone far 
brighter than England or Scot- 
land. We had larger homes, 
nicer hotels, more conveniences, 
modern farming methods and 
who cared if our cultural herit- 
age was younger. It was cer- 
tainly not so threadbare and run 
down! If we were wanting in 
traditions, it wasn’t because we 
couldn’t afford them. Why, Amer- 
icans brought enough money this 
past summer to Europe to buy 
anything their little hearts de- 
sired, including tradition and 
culture! 

So the pride of country, pos- 
sessions, traditions was the com- 
mon bond that made us all 
brothers. This same _ national 
pride blinded us to any common 
humanity for we fell to analyzing 
speech and eating habits, spoken 
responses and everyday services 
rendered and the differences were 
far more exciting and stimulat- 
ing than the unnoticed similar- 
ities of aims, needs and national 
goals. 

When the time came to go to 
Paris, I had become a committed 
watcher of guides. Almost from 
the beginning Georg, our emo- 
tional, disorganized French guide, 
told us what he thought were the 
good points of France, Italy, Eng- 
land, Scotland, Germany. If 


someone suggested some _ bad 
feature of a country, Georg 
shrugged the most complete 


shrug I have ever seen and said, 
“You must take it as it is. You 
must never compare one country 
with another.” 

We found that Georg had 
served as an _ interpreter for 
United Nations meetings and 
was a skilled linguist. This side 
of Georg’s career showed fre- 
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quently for he referred to “my 
good old Europe” as often as he 
referred to ‘“‘my France.” We ate 
lunch with Georg one day and 
during the conversation, I asked 
him if he believed in anything 
like world brotherhood. “Oh 
yes,”’ he said, “I believe. Maybe 
not much I believe but this I do 
know. The time of Versailles, 
Napoleon, kings, palaces and 
flags is no more. The world is 
too small now. We will all live 
together as brothers, or we will 
not live.’ 

“Here,” I thought, “is my an- 
swer to world brotherhood.” So 





I asked Georg for what he lived 
and for what would he die, re- 
membering that he called him- 
self a child of the United Nations. 
Georg touched his fingernail to 
his front tooth in his quick, 
nervous way and said, ‘Well, I 
tell you like this. My old mother 
she say to me when the flags 
wave and the young soldiers 
march down the Champs Elysees 
in 1914—she say to me as she 
kiss me good-by, ‘My son, always 
hold fast and treasure these 
things: hold fast to your home, 
defend your church and country 
and keep three gold coins in your 
pocket. The value of these things 
never change.’ ” 

Georg paused, poured himself 
another cup of coffee and then 
said, “My home is empty—my 
children gone away to America. 
I do not believe in God and my 
country is great no more. And 
in my pockets there are no gold 
coins . . . they are empty.” 

The casual, simple way Georg 
stated these facts overwhelmed 
me and the French omelet before 


me was sprinkled with my tears. 

Georg ignored my tears and 
continued. “I have lived through 
two wars. My country was oc- 
cupied by the enemy, my home is 
gone, my life no longer young. 
If there were another war I 
would not fight. I would wade 
out into the Atlantic and begin 
swimming for America. I live 
now: because I must. One does 
not just stop living because he 
is 68. When things are very sad 
and I feel I cannot go on, then 
I think I pray to a yearning for 
something beyond the false 
promises and dreams of this my 
life. But I cannot be sure—I 
cannot be sure of anything today 
for I am an old man and I have 
lived through too many false 
promises and under too many 
false beliefs.” 

What could I have said? Could 
I describe my God, my home, my 
faith which have never been 
bombed, betrayed, used up or 
worn out? Could I take the hand 
of our guide and say such words 
as “Everything will be all right” 
or “Have faith and be patient’? 
This was a modern Job and I re- 
fused to become a part of his 
problem and confusion! 

I have no words for brother- 
hood, for comfort, or for guid- 
ance because I am not a brother 
to all men. My mind moves in 
comfortable circles of familiar, 
everyday happenings: The needs 
of my immediate community, 
family, church. Mine is a paro- 
chial God and I belong to a paro- 
chial brotherhood. I am annoyed 
by other nations harboring the 
same feelings of national supe- 
riority I hold. I am humble al- 
together inadequate when I find 
a man bereft of those things 
which anchor my life. I am 
caught with my mental and 
moral housekeeping in utter con- 
fusion. The drawers full of 
ideas are open and ends and 
pieces of unfinished thinking spill 
out. How do I clean house, with- 
out leaving my mind as clean and 
bare as the house in Luke’s par- 
able, which was then inhabited by 
seven devils worse than the last? 

I am not sure that I can ar- 


(Continued on page 25.) 
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Four-Way Merger Would 
Involve 20,000,000 Members 


United Presbyterians Back Merger Plan 


BuFFALO, N. Y.—The United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
moved confidently at its annual General Assembly here toward the 
“establishment of a United Church truly Catholic, truly Reformed 


and truly evangelical.” 


Envisioning union of the United 
Presbyterian, Protestant Episcopal 
and Methodist Churches and the 
United Church of Christ, the plan 
was voted overwhelmingly by more 
than 900 commissioners (delegates) 
with only a few scattered “noes.” 


Specifically the action invites the 
Episcopal Church “to join with us in 
an invitation to The Methodist 
Church and United Church of Christ 
to explore the establishment of a 
United Church... .” 


The resolution sets up a nine-man 
committee to implement provisions 
for union. Chairman is Dr. James 
I. McCord, president of Princeton 
(N. J.) Theological Seminary. 

Other denominations accepting in- 
vitations to participate in the union 
also are asked to establish similar 
committees which would negotiate 
on plans acceptable to the various 
denominations involved. 

The four-way merger as a step 
toward union of all Christians was 
advanced by Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake of Philadelphia, United Pres- 
byterian stated clerk, during a ser- 
mon in the Episcopal Cathedral in 
San Francisco on the eve of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ triennial 
assembly last December. 

The Methodist Church with nearly 
10 million members is the largest 
denomination in the proposed United 
Church which would have a com- 
bined membership roughly estimated 
at nearly 20,000,000. 


Protecting Migrants 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A spokesman 
for the National Council of Churches 
urged Congress to enact legislation 
to protect the rights of migrant 
farm laborers and prohibit child 
labor in the fields. 

Dr. Alfred C. Bartholomew, pro- 
fessor of church and community at 
Lancaster (Pa.) Theological Semi- 
nary (Evangelical and Reformed) 
testified on behalf of the National 
Council and the Council for Chris- 
tian Social Action of the United 
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Church of Christ before the House 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

“In view of the prevalent prac- 
tice of closing the schools for so- 
called ‘crop periods’ in some areas,” 
said Dr. Bartholomew, “we are con- 
vinced that the present federal 
statute prohibiting employment of 
school-age children in agriculture 
‘while schools are in session’ is an 
inadequate protection of the child. 
Moreover, this law gives no protec- 
tion against the exploitation of labor 
of young children during summer 
and other vacation periods.” 


Speaking at Florida 
Convention of Christian Churches 


Blake Says Disunity 
Is Legacy of the Past 


BuFFALo, N. Y.—Christian disunity 
in America is “a legacy of the past” 
and threatens the future of mission- 
ary work in Asia and Africa, two 
churchmen declared at the annual 
General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
here. 

Eugene Carson Blake, the denomi- 
nation’s stated clerk, warned that 
unless unity is manifest in American 
Protestantism “the kind of disaster 
that overwhelmed our work of a 
century ago on the mainland of 
China will come to one country 
after another in Asia and Africa.” 


Robert J. McCracken, minister of 
Riverside Church, New York, said 
that ecumenical conferences of re- 
cent years have shown that “our 
unity in essentials is such that we 
should no longer tolerate purely 
factious divisions.” 


T. J. Liggett Says Protestantism is “Flabby” 


MiAmi—Protestantism in America has grown flabby and needs a 
slimming regimen and strong self-discipline, a Disciple educator told 
the 70th annual convention of Florida Christian Churches here. 


Diagnosing affluency as the “dis- 
ease” crippling the Church’s world 
outreach, Dr. Thomas J. Liggett, 
president of the Evangelical Semi- 
nary in Puerto Rico, said there must 
be a drastic change in many areas 
of American church life if Protes- 
tantism is to have a healthy future, 
particularly in Latin America. 


Recommending elimination of such 
“whipped-cream” items as church 
endowment funds from congrega- 
tions’ diets, he said “these funds 
show a lack of faith that members 
of the future will live up to their 
responsibility to support the church. 

“And that money which is tied up 
in investments is desperately needed 
to help the Church keep up with 
the population explosion around the 
world.” 

Dr. Liggett also questioned the 
wisdom of building luxurious sanc- 
tuaries and elaborate educational 
buildings in the U.S. while scarcity 
of funds slows church work in for- 


eign areas where, he said, a simple 
hall would attract hundreds of wor- 
shipers. 


A strong supporter of the ecu- 
menical movement, he _ criticized 
what he termed the waste of dupli- 
cating denominational efforts, par- 
ticularly in the building of churches 
near one another in American cities. 


Dr. Liggett pointed to his own 
seminary as an example of how de- 
nominations have unified their work 
in Latin America. The 42-year-old 
Evangelical Seminary in San Juan 
is a cooperative effort of the Disci- 
ples of Christ, The Methodist 
Church, United Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A., American Baptist 
Convention, Evangelical United 
Brethren Church and United Church 
of Christ. 


The convention elected George 
Holwager, pastor of Homestead 
(Fla.) Christian Church, as its new 
president, succeeding Richard L. 
James, pastor of Jacksonville’s Riv- 
erside Christian Church. 
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African Pastors 
Undergoing Persecution 


Methodist Ministers 


Slain in Angola 


New YorK—Portuguese civilians 
or military forces killed eight 
African Methodist ministers after 
hurried trials during the first month 
of the Angola rebellion, the Meth- 
odist Division of World Missions has 
reported here. 


The division said further that at 
least half of the denomination’s 150 
African pastors are reported in 
prison, have fled with their families, 
or have been killed. 


Basing their reports on “the most 
reliable Methodist sources in the 
country,” division spokesmen said 
the families of ministers have also 
suffered at the hands of armed 
white civilians. 


“One pastor in prison reportedly 
lost two daughters [who were] at 
home for Easter,” they said. “When 
arrested [he] left a badly injured 
wife who has not been heard from 
in several weeks.” 

Division spokesmen considered the 
slaying of Guilherme Pereira Ingles, 
superintendent of the Dembos Dis- 
trict, to be the most severe loss for 
the denomination. In his fifth year 
as head of the largest Methodist 
district in membership and financial 
strength in Africa, Mr. Ingles left 
behind his widow and nine children. 


The division reported that white 
civilians came to the Ingles home 
after the massacres of March 15-18 
in which Africans reportedly killed 
some 500 whites, and demanded that 
his house be searched. 


Peace Corps Praise 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A Lutheran 
leader has praised the Peace Corps 
for adopting a cooperative policy 
with religious agencies abroad, 
while providing strict rules against 
use of its support in sectarian proj- 
ects. 

Dr. Robert E. Van Deusen, Wash- 
ington secretary of the public rela- 
tions division of the National Lu- 
theran Council, said that a multi- 
lithed brochure entitled “Private 
Voluntary Agencies and the Peace 
Corps,” which is currently being 
distributed to interested religious 
agencies lays down “wise guidelines” 
for future relations. 

“To qualify for Peace Corps sup- 
port, a private agency must be non- 
profit and its programs and pro- 
cedures must confrom to high 
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standards and strict criteria,’ Dr. 
Van Deusen said in a memorandum 
to Lutheran leaders. 


Unitarians, Universalists 


Eastern Merger 


BostoN—Culminating more than 
a century of merger efforts, the 
American Unitarian Association and 
the Universalist Church of America 
voted formal union at a joint meet- 
ing here. 

The combined organization will 
be known as the Unitarian Univer- 
salist Association. 

About 200,000 persons and 845 
churches were involved in the 
merger There are 118,000 Uni- 
tarians representing 405 churches 
and 336 fellowships, and 71,000 Uni- 
versalists representing 440 churches. 
In addition, there are about 68,000 
Unitarian and 18,000 Universalist 
children of Sunday school age. 

The Unitarian movement started 
in America in 1794 with the preach- 
ing of Dr. Joseph Priestley of 


A Gift to Evangelical Seminary, San Juan 





Classified advertisements are accepted at the rate of 
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charge $5.00. 


Philadelphia. In 1825 the Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association was or- 
ganized. 

Universalism was first carried to 
America in 1741 by Dr. George De- 
Benneville, a French Huguenot. 


Bus Issue Defeat 


AuGHSTA, MeE.—Republican Gov. 
John H. Reed of Maine has signed 
into law here a legislature-approved 
measure allowing Maine communi- 
ties to provide public bus transpor- 
tation for parochial and other pri- 
vate school children on an optional 
basis. 


After several close votes the bill 
was: enacted by the House. Oppo- 
nents later failed in that chamber 
by a 68-67 vote to have it recon- 
sidered. The Senate approved it, 
23-8. 
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THOMAS J. LIGGETT, a Disciple who 
is president of Evangelical Seminary 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico, receives 
a check for $170 from members of 
the Emmanuel Congregational 
Church, Watertown, N. Y.—money 
raised by the church’s primary and 
junior departments as their contri- 
bution to a $15,000 campaign of the 
Jefferson County Council of Churches 
to help build a badly needed two- 
family faculty residence on the 
seminary campus. 

The children are Jimmy Rumsey 


—RNS Photo 


and Virginia Leary. Holding a pic- 
ture of the dwelling under construc- 
tion are Mrs. James C. Norton 
(left) and Mrs. J. Leslie Hanson, 
respective superintendents of the 
junior and primary departments. 

The 42-year-old seminary is a co- 
operative effort of Christian 
Churches, The United Church of 
Christ, The Methodist Church, 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., American Baptist Convention, 
and Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. 
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Laubach May Aid 
Peace Corps Program 


ST. PAUL, MINN.—A world literacy 
expert revealed here that he has 
been asked to help train members 
of President Kennedy’s proposed 
Peace Corps. 

Dr. Frank Laubach, world-famed 
Christian missionary, and literacy 
training pioneer whose teams have 
taught illiterate people in 101 
countries to read 297 languages, 
said he regards the Peace Corps as 
an excellent idea. 

But it is much too small, he de- 


clared in an interview. 

“We ought to use the million 
American soldiers abroad and or- 
ganize them for literacy and techni- 
cal aid programs,” he suggested. 

In addition, he said, churches, 
colleges and clubs should sponsor 
other technical experts abroad. 

Dr. Laubach said he is trying to 
organize an “army of compassion.” 
This would be made up of com- 
panies of 100 people, each of whom 
give a dollar a week to send a 
technician abroad to work with lit- 
eracy, agriculture, home crafts and 
building. This would pay the $5,200 
each such “missionary” would cost. 


YOU CAN SEE WHAT MAKES 
IT FICK! 
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Christian Endeavor Top 
Awards to Disciples 


CoLUMBUS, OHIO—Youth groups at 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) in Texas captured the top 
two awards in the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor’s 
1961 Christian Citizenship Contest, 
it was announced by the sponsoring 
organization at its headquarters 
here. 


First prize went to the Disciples 
Student Fellowship and the Senior 
Christian Endeavor Society of Mag- 
nolia Christian Church, Houston. 


The two groups will share a 
$200 cash award plus a grant of 
up to $200 for the expenses of one 
or more member-representatives to 
attend the 46th International Chris- 
tian Endeavor Convention in Chi- 
cago, July 5-8. 

Second place was won by the 
Junior High Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety and third by the M. H, V. H. 
Club, both of Pleasant Grove Chris- 
tian Church, Dallas. 


The second prize winning group 
will receive $150 in cash plus a 
grant of up to $150 for expenses of 
a representative to the interna- 
tional society’s convention, while the 
third place youths will get $100. 


Runners-up in the finals were 
awarded $25 each and among the 
winners were: Edgewood Christian 
Endeavor Society, Edgewood Chris- 
tian Church, Roanoke, Va., and 
Senior Christian Endeavor Society, 
Melrose Christian Church, Roanoke, 
Va. 


Declaration of 
O. Frederick Nolde 


War No Solution 


Buck HILL FALLS, PA.—lIssues 
which divide the world into “two 
armed camps cannot be resolved by 
war,” O. Frederick Nolde of Phil- 
adelphia, director of the Commission 
of the Churches of International 
Affairs, declared here. 


He made this assertion at the 
three-day annual meeting of the 
U. S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches. The com- 
mission is a joint agency of WCC 
and the International Missionary 
Council. 

Dr. Nolde, an international affairs 
authority, termed the application of 
the Russian Orthodox Church for 
WCC membership, a “good thing 
in the context of our concern for 
world peace with justice and free- 
dom.” 
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QUESTION: 
reason why more International 
Convention Assemblies cannot be 
scheduled during the summer 
months? 


Is there a special 


ANSWER BY: Gaines M. Cook, 
Executive Secretary, Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches. 


The 1954 Assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention, meeting 
in Miami, Fla., approved a reso- 
lution that 


“The Annual Assembly he held 
in October, preferably beginning 
on Wednesday following the second 
Sunday, and continue to the mid- 
dle of the next week, with pro- 
posed dates and places being pro- 
jected on a five-year basis. It is 
further recommended that excep- 
tions in favor of a summer date 
be made at least once in five 
years, and only with the approval 
of the Time and Place Commit- 
tee and the General Assembly, at 
least two years in advance of the 
proposed exceptions.” 


The latest summer assembly 
was held in Denver in 1959. This 
assembly was well attended, par- 
ticularly by family groups and 
laymen, who combined the con- 
vention with vacation trips. 

The factors favorable to sum- 
mer assemblies are the above, 
viz., family vacation opportuni- 
ties and the availability of many 
lay persons, especially including 
school teachers, for whom fall 
or spring conventions are virtu- 
ally an impossibility. 

Seasonal schedules for conven- 
tion dates were carefully consid- 
ered about ten years ago, result- 
ing in the report made in 1954 
quoted above. The committee 





Please address all questions to 
THE EDITOR, THE CHRISTIAN, Box 
179, St. Louis 66, Mo. We will for- 
ward them to the one most likely 
to know the answer. 
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WE'VE BEEN ASKED 


Where the agency heads answer your thoughtful questions on any 


aspect of their work. 


making the study discovered that 
there were three major reasons 
why a summer assembly is not 
desirable: 


1—One of the major purposes 
for holding an assembly is to re- 
ceive, consider and approve re- 
ports from the service agencies 
of the brotherhood. Most fiscal 
years close June 30. Books must 
be audited and reports prepared 
for the printer to be presented 
at the annual assembly business 
sessions. Even with special ef- 
fort, this cannot be accomplished 
before September. Otherwise, 
reports would need to be held 
over for an entire year, which is 
undesirable. 

2—The Christian Churches 
have developed a _ tremendous 
summer camp and conference 
program which, across the na- 
tion, involves thousands of min- 
isters and lay persons. These 
programs involve the months of 
June, July and August. Persons 
serving in these camps and con- 
ferences are key people in broth- 
erhood life. If we were to com- 
press conference service, vaca- 
tions and a convention assembly, 
within a ninety-day period, many 
would find conflicts and absences 
from the parish unsatisfactory. 

3—Hot weather in cities is 
bound to result in discomfort as 
convention-goers sit in large au- 
ditoriums and attend smaller 
group meetings in hotels, etc. We 
recognize that many cities have 
air conditioning for auditoriums 
and hotels, but this is not yet 
universally true. The trend for 
those seeking vacations is to the 
seaside and mountains, not to 
large cities! 

The selection of “one year in 
five’ for a summer convention 
assembly makes it possible to con- 


sider locations where comfortable 
accommodations may be possible. 
Recent summer conventions in 
Portland and Denver are remem- 
bered with considerable pleasure, 
especially by those who were 
privileged to make these summer 
vacation opportunities. But even 
these assemblies were held under 
handicaps already mentioned. 

October seems to be most ac- 
ceptable to the greatest number 
of our brethren. Schools have 
started, and with the exception 
of ministers and laymen with 
small children in the home, ar- 
rangements can generally be 
made for adults and youth to at- 
tend. 

We believe, however, that it is 
desirable to keep the matter of 
convention dates constantly un- 
der review. We need more lay 
persons in our annual assemblies. 
Professional people, including 
school teachers, are greatly 
needed, both for what they can 
contribute and receive. If our 
present schedule is tending to 
make our annual assemblies pre- 
dominantly those of the clergy 
and retired persons, then we are 
not securing a representative at- 
tendance, even though these per- 
sons are vital to every assembly. 

The 1961 Assembly to be held 
in Kansas City, Sept. 29-Oct. 4, 
is accessible to great sections of 
our brotherhood constituency. 
Many have made plans extending 
over a year, toadjust vacations 
and to make personal arrange- 
ments to be present. This is espe- 
cially true of those within the 
drive-in area. Assembly dates 
for future years are: 

1962 Los Angeles, Calif., Sept. 
30-Oct. 4. 

1963 Miami Beach, Fla., Oct. 
4-9, 

1964 Detroit, Mich., Oct 2-7. 
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WAS lying on the floor, look- 

ing at the funny papers and 
nibbling on a cracker, when 
Mother came into the room. 

“Oh, honey—’ murmured 
Mother. Kneeling down, she took 
the cracker out of my hand. 
“Those old things are stale; 
they’ve been there on the coffee 
table all night. We'll have break- 
fast in a little while... .” 

“Was it a good party, Mother?” 
I asked. 

For a moment she didn’t an- 
swer. Then, with a shrug, she 
said slowly: “No .. .I didn’t 
think it was... .” 

Just then Daddy came into the 
room. He looked awfully sleepy, 
but he smiled with surprise when 
he saw me. “Hello, kitten! I 
didn’t know that you were up.” 
Turning to Mother: “Is the coffee 


made yet?” 
“Not yet. Ill go see about 
breakfast.” Halfway across the 


room Mother paused, looking 
back at him over one shoulder: 
“How about straightening up 
things a bit, Dave—this room 
looks terrible.” 


“All right.” Yawning, Daddy 
winked at me. “I could use a 
helper.” 


Jumping up, I ran and got the 
wastebasket. As we emptied ash 
trays and picked up cracker 
crumbs I said: “Daddy ... did 
you have fun last night .. . did 
you think it was a good party?” 

He finished emptying all the 
trays before he answered me and 
then he said it slowly, as if try- 
ing to make up his mind: “I 
guess it was a pretty good party, 
kitten . . . of course, a seven- 
year-old like you might not 
think it much fun. We just sat 
around and talked... but I think 
we could call it a good party.” 

“No, it wasn’t, Dave, it wasn’t 
good at all.” Carrying three 
juice glasses on a tray, Mother 
had come into the room behind 
us. My father looked startled. 
Holding the glass of juice in his 
hand, he stared at my mother. 


“Why, Margaret—I thought 
you enjoyed it.” 

“Well, I didn’t.’’ Mother 
sounded angry. “I don’t think 


you really had a good time either. 
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The Hortons and the Buckleys 
are not our kind of people.” 

Daddy set down the empty 
glass. His face was growing red. 

Why did they always pick 
Sunday mornings to quarrel? I 
ran out of the room, but they 
didn’t even miss me. From my 
bed I could hear their voices 
plainly. 

My father talked loud when he 
was excited. “Margaret, what’s 
the matter with you? For 
months you’ve been _ sulking, 
ready to quarrel at a moment’s 
notice. It’s getting so that— 
that I actually dread the week- 
end at home!” 

“You don’t dread it any more 
than I do!” cried Mother, her 
voice thick with tears. “I don’t 
look forward to this bickering 
any more than you do, David!” 

There was a long moment of 
silence. Then my father said, in 
a calmer voice: “Margaret, sit 
down here .. . no, right here 
where I can look at you. Tell 
me, now, Margaret, what has 
gone wrong between us. It 
wasn’t always like this.” 

“No, it wasn’t,” agreed my 
mother, half-sobbing. “We had 
a good life, David . . . before we 
moved out here to Glendale... 
since then everything has 
changed . . . but Sundays most 
of all. Dave ... don’t you re- 
member how different it used to 
be? We didn’t have late parties 
on Saturday night so that we 
got up cross and tired on Sun- 
day. We used to go to Sunday 
school and church . . . you’d get 
up in time to help with the din- 
ner . . . or sometimes we’d eat 
out . . . Sunday mornings were 
for worship—not for cleaning up 
after Saturday night . . . David— 
we just aren’t living right... it 
isn’t right for us and it isn’t right 
for Joyce. She has a right to a 
Christian home, the kind of home 
that you and I had... .” 

I could hear the sofa squeak- 
ing as Daddy got up. He walked 
back and forth across the room 
for a moment before saying: “I 
don’t know . . . I’m all confused 
. . . I thought moving into this 
house .. . this neighborhood .. . 
would be good for you and Joyce 


. .. would make you happier. .. .” 
“David, it isn’t the house... 
possessions don’t make people 
happier anyway! If we aren’t 
happy inside. . . . David, tell me, 
are you really happy on the in- 
side, the way you once were?” 

He took a long time to answer. 
I heard him sigh. “No, I can’t 
say that I am, Margaret. I 
thought it was because things 
weren’t right between us .. . I 
could feel something wrong but 
I didn’t know what it was.” 

“You know now.” Mother’s 
voice was flat. “And things are 
not right between us, David, be- 
cause we aren’t right with God. 
I know that’s what’s wrong— 
and, David, we must do some- 
thing about it! We must!” 

Her voice was sort of muffled 
and I knew her head must be 
against Daddy’s shoulder. I felt 
awfully little and scared. When 
grown folks cried and didn’t 
know what to do.... 

It was very still for a long 
time until at last my father spoke 
again. “We will do something 
about it, Margaret, I promise you. 
I was just thinking of what my 
father said once .. . he said that 
it was not enough to have been 
born into the family of God, that 
we must give evidence of our liv- 
ing for Christ. And I can see 
now that we have been failing 
to do that.” 

“On, David... .. David...” 
murmured my mother. “I wish 
we had talked like this sooner 

. that we hadn’t wasted so 
many months... .” 

“We won’t waste any more.” 
My father’s voice sounded con- 
fident, sure. “This very next 
Sunday we are going to start liv- 
ing for Christ again . . . we'll go 
back to our church... .” 

They were done with quarrel- 
ing! Getting up, I dashed into 
the living room, threw myself 


upon them. “Why can’t we start 
right now!” I cried. “It’s only 
ten o’clock!” 


“Why not, indeed!’’ cried 
Mother, holding me close, her 
face all bright and smiling in 
spite of the tears still wet on her 
cheeks. ‘“Dave—go get your 

(Continued on page 31.) 
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The Pover of the Tongue 


ss “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Editor 


Scripture: James 3:1-12. 


AUL’S letters are addressed 

to some person or to some 
church, in particular. Of course, 
the lessons which apply to situa- 
tions in any other time are uni- 
versal teaching. The letter of 
James, from which our text to- 
day is taken, is addressed ‘“‘to the 
twelve tribes in the dispersion” 
(James 1:1). 

We haven’t any idea what this 
phrase means. Of course, the 
twelve tribes of Israel are dis- 
cussed in the Old Testament. 
And, in the New Testament “the 
dispersion” refers to the Hebrew 
people who are living outside 
Palestine. I would be satisfied 
to say that the book is addressed 
to everybody, scattered every- 
where. Therefore, it is especially 
applicable to us. 


The subject is certainly a uni- 
versal one. The figures of speech 
are all very carefully chosen and 
they are understandable even 
though a person may not have 
been in the same situation. 


The first verse in our lesson is 
not an attempt to set up a dou- 
ble standard of morals, one for 
teachers and one for other people. 
Rather, it stresses the very diffi- 
cult problem of the teacher. He 
talks more about the matters that 
are considered important, than 
other people do. It is expected 
that his listeners will give atten- 
tion to what he has to say, sim- 
ply because he is before them as 
a teacher. This is true when one 
stands before pupils of any age 
but especially to teachers of those 
who are younger. 

There are many figures of 
speech in this text and it is hard- 
ly necessary to comment upon 
them. For example, a person 
may never have ridden a horse 
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in his life but he certainly has 
heard of bridles and bits. There- 
fore, the illustration (verse 3) is 
quite clear. A small bit, in the 
mouth of a large horse, is all 
that is needed to guide the horse 
anywhere one wants to go. The 
tongue is not the smallest mem- 
ber of the body but the words 
which it produces often deter- 
mine the destiny of a person. 
Every one who has crossed the 
ocean on a liner has marveled 
at the ability of the officers of 
the ship to control it with such 
small instruments. Even the 
rudder on a small boat in New 
Testament times looked too small 
to do the job but it was not. 
The difference between the 
tongue and the rudder of a ship 
or the bit of the bridle is that 
the same attention is not always 
given to the orders for it to act. 
The mind is conscious of the fact 
of wanting the bit to turn the 
horse to the right or left and the 


same thing is true with direct- 
ing the hand to move the rudder 
of a ship. Too often, we just 
turn our tongues loose. 

In my judgment, the next fig- 
ure of speech is the most telling 
one. “How great a forest is set 
ablaze by a small fire!” (verse 
5.) We become more conscious 
of forest fires, all the time, but 
we still have not put a stop to 
them, by any means. One match 
does the trick, or one discarded 
cigarette butt. If you have ever 
seen a fire racing across the 
prairie or through a wooded hill- 
side, you must have a vivid im- 
pression of the comparison here 
with a person’s tongue. 

We do not have to go any 
further than the church itself, to 
find examples of the forest fires 
which tongues have whipped into 
action. I have never been quite 
sure why persons who are decent 
and orderly in their business re- 
lationships outside the church 
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sometimes become absolutely 
ruthless in what they say about 
their fellow-members in the con- 
gregation. 

The sad part of this picture is 
that quite often the person who 
has no ethics at all regarding the 
use of his tongue, prides himself 
in the soundness of his doctrine. 
He may be an elder. He guards 
the sanctity of the church’s teach- 
ings and sees that the ministers 
move on, in succession, at the 
mere hint of any teaching con- 
trary to his own. 

The tongue may be in the head 
of a woman in the church. She 
may work faithfully, in the 
church school class, in the kitchen 


and in the calling. But she can’t 
keep her mouth shut! She has 
to pass judgment on the actions 
of everyone else, not in the spirit 
of Christian good will but in acid 
tones. 

The tongue may be in the 
mouth of the minister. He may 
not spend much time on the love 
and care of his people or in pro- 
ducing fruits of the spirit but he 
may be vigilant in fighting those 
who do not agree with the doc- 
trine of the school he attended. 
Sometimes, such a minister stops 
and looks backward, with re- 
ward. Perhaps he reads the 
Book of James and discovers that 
teachers “make many mistakes.” 


Meaning for Today 


SPEECH professor in one of 
A our universities has said: 
“If your temperament, occupa- 
tion and other obvious factors 
make you an average talker, it 
isn’t unusual for you to speak 
around 30,000 words a day.” If 
we men cannot see how we could 
possibly speak that many words 
in a day, we must take into ac- 
count that our wives probably 
make up for any shortages. 

The power of speech is one of 
the great stewardships with 
which the Creator has entrusted 
man. Although the Old Testa- 
ment writer of Proverbs and the 
New Testament writer James em- 
phasized the power of the tongue, 
this power has been greatly en- 
hanced in this electronic age of 
mass media of communication. 

Latent in our speech is great 
power for good or for evil. We 
lie or we tell the truth; we praise 
God or we curse Him; we seek 
to express understanding or we 
seek to propagandize and twist 
what someone else has said to 
serve our own selfish ends. We 
speak words of love and under- 
standing or we brutally criticize 
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by John Thompson 


and condemn. How damaging 
words can be! They can “rob 
a man both of substance and of a 
good name. They can murder and 
drive to murder.” Yet there are 
just as many instances of how 
words can bless and heal. Lin- 
coln’s famous “Gettysburg Ad- 
dress’ continues to nerve a na- 
tion after nearly a century. 

The real issue has been poign- 
antly put, “Your speech is you.” 
Our speech informs others of 
what we are thinking—of the kind 
of person we are. There are 
Christians who call upon the 
name of the Lord in the sanctu- 
ary, but then when they go forth 
into a society that is uncongenial, 
they openly deny him. 

Our speech betrays what is in 
our heart. It betrays thoughts 
of jealousy. It betrays jealousy 
when, through our speech, we en- 
deavor to build ourselves up by 
tearing someone else down. How 
often we resort to little catty 
remarks about someone because 
he is more popular than we. 
If someone in our profession is 
more successful than we are, how 
easy it is to make derogatory re- 


When teachers, whether they 
are professional or workers in 
the congregation, try to guaran- 
tee that the word of God, as it 
has come through their brains, is 
perfection itself whereas, if it 
comes through anyone else’s 
brains it is suspect, then the pu- 
pil had better do some thinking 
for himself. 

Cursing and blessing ought not 
to come forth from the same 
mouth (verse 10). The evil out- 
weighs the good and often seems 
to make a more lasting impres- 
sion. If this lesson today is care- 
fully observed, the results in the 
average church will be astound- 
ing. 


marks about them, casting a 
shadow of suspicion about them 
in the eyes of others. Thus we 
feed our own egos. At this point, 
how we need to heed the words 
which the Apostle Paul wrote his 
Philippian friends: “Do nothing 
from selfishness or conceit, but 
in humility count others better 
than yourselves.” 

Was it not Herbert Hoover who 
once said: “Propaganda, even 
when it sticks to facts, can be 
slanted by the magic of the hu- 
man voice’? It is not always 
what we say, but the way we 
say it. Even the inflection of our 
voice betrays our true feelings. 

Christians are to witness to 
their new life in Christ even by 
their conversation. Ours is to be 
a holy conversation. As Chris- 
tians we will not be involved in 
gossip that puts question marks 
after people’s names or tends to 
destroy rather than build up. 
Someone has said well that “deaf- 
ness is a virtue when in the com- 
pany of gossips.” You must re- 
fuse to be a wave length for the 
devil’s radio. If you haven’t got 
anything good to say, at least 
keep your mouth shut and your 
telephone on the hook. There are 
those who say things to people 
at long distance, even though it 
may be a local call, when they 
would not say it to their face. 
The Christian gives his heart, not 
his cutting remarks. 
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Died May 20, Three Weeks 
Before 100th Birthday 


I. N. McCash Was 


Preacher-Educator 


St. Louis (Special)—I. N. Mc- 
Cash, who died May 20—three 
weeks before his 100th birthday 
—was not only a member of the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame, but also 
one of the best known ministers 
and educators among the Chris- 
tian Churches. 


Isaac Newton McCash was presi- 
dent emeritus of Phillips Univer- 
sity, which he served as president 
for 22 years (1916-1938). He was 
the chief executive at Phillips fol- 
lowing his presidency of Spokane 
University (now Northwest Chris- 
tian College). 

In 1910 Dr. McCash began a four- 
ministry as the executive for the 
American Christian Missionary So- 
ciety—a decade before the United 
Society was created by a merger of 
missionary organizations. From 1893 
to 1904 he was the minister of Uni- 
versity Christian Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa, after a pastorate at Maryville, 
Missouri. 

He was known for his labors on 
behalf of uplifting educational 
standards. For several years he 
was president of the “Board of Edu- 
cation” of the Disciples and was 
once president of the Oklahoma 
Education Association. Under the 
leadership of I. N. McCash, Phillips 
University was accredited by the 
American Association of Colleges 
and the North Central Association. 

Dr. McCash received his under- 
graduate work at National Normal 
University and the M.A. degree and 
LL.D. degrees from Drake Univer- 
sity. He received the honorary doc- 
tor of divinity degree from Phillips. 

A resident of the Lenoir Memorial 
Home, Columbia, Mo., for the past 
eight years, the veteran educator 
and minister died in Columbia. In- 
terment was in Des Moines, Ia. 


J. F. Hay Died May 9 


CoLuMBiA, Mo.—Joseph F. Hay, 86, 
veteran Christian Churches minister 
died here May 9. He and Mrs. Hay 
had been living here at Lenoir Me- 
morial Home for the past five years. 

Survivors include his widow and 
three children: Miss Marie C. Hay, 
former manager of the St. Louis 
Christian Home, and Miss Ola F. 
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I. N. McCash when he was president 
of Phillips University, the role for 
which he is best known and for 
which he will long be remembered. 


Hay of Wichita, Kan.; and Dr. Le- 
roy Hay, a member of the faculty 
of The Graduate Seminary, Enid, 
Okla.—C. E, LEMMON. 


United Society Film 
Gets Top Citation 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—“The Awaken- 
ing Village,” a color film produced 
by the department of audio-visual 
services of The United Christian 
Missionary Society, has been named 
the “best missionary film of the 
year” by the National Evangelical 
Film Foundation. 

Photographed in India with 
church members as actors, the sound 
film documents the progress of mis- 
sions by showing how a newly con- 
verted Christian influences his en- 
tire village. 

“The Awakening Village” and a 
filmstrip produced by the United So- 
ciety’s department of audio-visual 
services, “Peace on Earth,” were se- 
lected from hundreds of entries for 
showing during the American Film 
Festival in New York City, April 19-22. 

C. A. Weesner is executive secre- 
tary of the department. 


George R. Davis to 


National City Church 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—George R. 
Davis, a former vice-president of 
the International Convention and 
for 12 years pastor of First 
Church in Wichita Falls, Texas, 
will become pastor of National 
City Christian Church here July 1. 


Announcement was made jointly 
by Russell Chapin, chairman of the 
board, and Theodore P. Beasley of 
Dallas, Texas, president of the Na- 
tional City Christian Church Cor- 
poration. 

Dr. Davis will serve a congrega- 
tion started in 1843 and developed 
as a national church. Worship and 
education bluildings are located on 
Thomas Circle, seven blocks from 
the White House. 

Born in Topeka, Kan., Davis 
earned B.A., M.A. and B.D. degrees 
from Phillips University, Enid, 
Okla He has received two honorary 
degrees—a D.D. from Phillips and 
an LL.D. from Midwestern Univer- 
sity. 

Before he began the Wichita Falls 
pastorate, Dr. Davis served for 11 
years as pastor of First Church, 
Chickasha, Okla., and for 5% years 
at First Church, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Mrs. Davis, also a graduate of 
Phillips, has been a member of the 
board of the National Benevolent 
Association. The Davises have a 
son, Tim, 23, a graduate of Rice 
University and a first-year medical 
student; and a daughter, Mary Sue, 
19, a freshman at Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth. 

The late J. Warren Hastings was 
pastor of the National City Church 
from 1942 until his death in April, 
1960. 


Kechel to South Bend 


SouTH BEND, IND.—Daniel Clarke 
Kechel for five years pastor of the 
Christian Church in Albia, Iowa, has 
accepted the call to become pastor 
of First Christian Church here. 

William L. Burner has been serv- 
ing as the interim minister at South 
Bend. The late F. E. Davison was 
for many years pastor of the church. 

Kechel received his B.A. degree 
from Drake University and the B.D. 
degree from Drake’s Divinity School. 
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FOUR PRINCIPALS at the National Consultation on Immigration Policy in 

the U. S. chat during sessions in the nation’s capital. Left to right are: 

Episcopal Bishop Frederick J. Warnecke of Bethlehem, Pa.; Chester Bowles, 

under secretary of state; J. Irwin Miller, a Disciples layman and president 

of the National Council of Churches; and Kenneth L. Maxwell, director of 
NCC’s department of international affairs. 


Brotherhood News in Focus 





—Photo by Richard Cloues 


PERRY E. GRESHAM, left, president of Bethany College, presents citations 
of recognition on behalf of the school of three Christian Churches’ “state 
secretaries.” From left are Dr. Gresham, E. L,. Thompson of Pennsylvania; 
Ralph Valentine of West Virginia, and Chester A. Sillars, of the Northeastern 
Area. Presentations were made during the annual dinner meeting held in 
conjunction with the ministers’ workshop sponsored by the college. The 
school also will present a citation to Dr. Herald B. Monroe, of Ohio, who was 
unable to be present at the Bethany meeting. 





—Photo by Richard Cloues 


WILLIAM H. McKINNEY, right, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the department 
of men’s work of the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, Indianapolis, 
speaks at the original site of the 
old Brush Run Christian Church. The 
occasion was at the sesquicentennial 
observance of Brush Run. In the 
background (from left) are Dr. 
Glenn Carpenter, pastor of First 
Christian Church, Johnstown, Pa.; 
L. C. Carte, Sr., of Wellsburg, chair- 
man of the Brooke-Hancock County 
Restoration Committee; and Dr. 
Osborne Booth, T. W. Phillips pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at Bethany 
College, Bethany, W. Va. 


Congo Missionaries Are 
Learning Electronics 





CONGO MISSIONARIES STUDY 
RADIO. Learning how to maintain 


radio equipment, two missionaries 
of the Christian Churches to Congo 
—Harry Felkel of Fort Worth, 
Texas (left), and Ralph Tillery of 
Enid, Okla. (right)—repair a re- 
ceiving set. A. K. Russell a member 
of Central Church, Waterloo, Iowa 
(center), was guest lecturer in a 
radio maintenance school conducted 
at the headquarters of the United 
Christian Missionary Society in In- 
dianapolis. 
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Christian Board of Publication , 
Expansion Program in Nation's : 
Largest Redevelopment Area P 


aunching Second Half Century 


THE ST. LOUIS SKYLINE is in view in this shot taken 
during ground-breaking ceremonies. Presiding at the mike 
is Christian Board President Wilbur H. Cramblet. View 
is toward “downtown” St. Louis and the Mississippi River. 


—Photo Courtesy St. Louls ‘‘Post-Dispatch”’ 


UBLISHING the Good News 

is the essential purpose of the 
churches. The Disciples of Christ 
are therefore noting with interest 
the expansion plans of the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication in St. 
Louis’ Mill Creek Valley, Amer- 
ica’s largest urban redevelopment 


area. 

The Christian Churches’ pub- 
lishing house in St. Louis has be- 
gun its second fifty years by 
breaking ground for a $2 million 
new unit as a part of its $3.4 





million building program to be 
completed in the spring of 1962. 

The first new commercial build- 
ing on which construction has 
begun in the 465-acre Mill Creek 
Valley urban redevelopment area, 


the Christian Board unit will 
provide an additional 84,000 
square feet of space and will 
feature a_ glass-enclosed bell 
tower equipped with an electric 
carillon. 

Atop the 115-foot tower will 
be a stainless steel cross, a re- 
minder to the community that 
Christ is central in the purposes 


of the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication. 

The new addition will include 
a third-floor chapel featuring 
stained glass windows and seat- 
ing 200 people. Surrounding the 
chapel will be a series of con- 
ference rooms. 

The ground floor of the new 
three-story building will include 
a completely new Bethany Book- 
store fronting on Jefferson Ave- 
nue, a major north-south street. 
A sunken garden arcade across 
the 110-foot front is to be the at- 
tractive focal point for CBP’s 
“Window on the World.” 

The exterior of the buildings 
will be sheathed in porcelain 
enameled steel and brick. The 
present buildings are being re- 
modeled and covered with the 
same materials. The entire build- 
ing complex will be air-condi- 
tioned. 

The non-profit publishing house 
acquired nearly two acres of 
ground from the St. Louis Land 
Clearance Authority to complete 
expansion plans—bringing the 
total holdings to four acres in 
mid-town St. Louis. 

Dr. Wilbur H. Cramblet, Chris- 
tian Board president, presided at 
official ground-breaking ceremo- 
nies on April 28 when Mayor 
Raymond R. Tucker brought 
greetings on behalf of the City 
of St. Louis. Also present were 
several other dignitaries, includ- 
ing Charles L. Farris, executive 
director of the Land Clearance 
for Redevelopment Authority of 
the city; John McGinty, chair- 
man of the board of directors 
for CBP; Chamber of Commerce 
President Aloys P. Kaufmann; 
Church Federation Director O. 
Walter Wagner; CBP Board of 
Directors Secretary Hampton 
Adams, minister of Park Avenue 
Christian Church, New York 
City; Architect Kenneth E. 
Wischmeyer; W. Elbert Starn, 
executive for the Disciples Coun- 
cil of Greater St. Louis, and Or- 


val D. Peterson, president of the 
National Benevolent Association 
of the Christian Churches. The 
NBA will move its headquarters 
to the new building from down- 
town St. Louis. 

The Christian Board of Publi- 
cation has made significant ad- 
vances during its first 50 years 
and this event heralded a hopeful 
and eventful second half century. 
Just before a moving prayer of 
dedication by Dr. Adams, Presi- 
dent Cramblet expressed both 
the hope and the determination 
of many Disciples when he said, 
“We commit ourselves and our 
successors to a continuing and 
increasing effort toward a more 
effective witness for Christ and 
his church in the years ahead.” 








Brotherhood News 


Principal Speakers Are 
Named for NEA Meeting 


Kansas City, Mo.—Principal 
speakers for the National Evan- 
gelistic Association Convention 
to be held here immediately pre- 
ceding the assembly of the Inter- 
national Convention will be Har- 
old Blake Walker, Hallie Gantz 
and Lawrence W. Bash. 


First session of the NEA meet- 
ing will be held on Thursday after- 
noon, Sept. 28, with the closing as- 
sembly scheduled for the next after- 
noon. 

Dr. Walker is minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Evans- 
ton, Ill. He will give the closing 
addresses each day. 

President of the Board of Direc- 
tors of McCormick (United Presby- 
terian) Seminary in Chicago, Dr. 
Walker was awarded Freedoms 
Foundation Sermon Prize in 1950 
and 1956; he was presented the Dis- 
tinguished Citizenship Award in 
Denver, Colo., in 1958; and is the 
author of several books including, 
Going God’s Way, Ladder of Light, 
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—Chicago Tribune Photo 
Harold Blake Walker 


Upper Room on Main Street, and 
Power to Manage Yourself. 

Dr. Gantz is president of Phillips 
University, Enid, Okla., and Dr. 
Bash, who is this year’s president 
of the National Evangelistic Asso- 
ciation, will give the opening mes- 





sage of the convention. He is min- 
ister here of Country Club Chris- 
tian Church. 

Friday morning’s program will 
feature a panel discussion of the 
topic, “Looking for the Answers”: 
through state societies, great urban 
centers, high school and college age 
youth, and comprehensive evange- 
lism. 

Panel members include James A. 
Moak, general secretary of the 
Christian Churches of Kentucky; 
Charles H. Webb, minister of Park 
Manor Christian Church in Chicago, 
Ill.; Jim Ralph, Little Rock, Ark., 
associate president of the Interna- 
tional Commission, Christian Youth 
Fellowship; and Bayne Driskill, 
evangelist of Fort Worth, Texas. 

Special music will be presented 
by the Culver-Stockton College 
Choir and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pol- 
lock, Nebo, Ill., will lead convention 
singing. 

“A New Day for Christian Wit- 
ness” is this year’s program theme 
and the scripture text is taken from 
2 Corinthians 5:17. 

Seminary students from the Di- 
vinity School, Des Moines, Iowa, 
and the Graduate Seminary, Enid, 
Okla., will give devotions at each 
session. 


SING A SONG 
WITH GUIN 
A-G-A-I-N! 


Join Guin & The Collegians 
as they take a joyous journey 
through ALL AMERICA 


Guin Ream Tuckett and The Collegians are back 
with more musical merriment: This time they take 
a sparkling romp through our tune-filled past. Join 
them in song as they whisk you back for a Civil 
War marching tune, a rousing banjo-strummin’ 
melody, or a quiet song on a windy Western hill. 


This is happy music from ALL AMERICA, for 
Americans of all ages. You'll hear such beloved 
songs as Dixie, You Are My Sunshine, Clementine, 
Home on the Range, God of Our Fathers, Swing 
Low Sweet Chariot, 10 exciting more. Pick any 
place to listen to this cheerful song-a-rama. Makes 
no difference whether it’s a carefully arranged get- 
together or a spur of the moment affair. You’ve 
got the ideal invitation to solid sing-along fun 
with Sing A Song With Guin and All America. 
Get a copy soon! 


The earlier Sing A Song with Guin Around the Campfire album is still 
available. Perfect for camps, conferences, youth rallies. Spirited rendi- 
tions of Alouette, Hey Ho, This Old Man, She'll Be Comin’ Round the 
Mountain, a dozen more popular tunes. Order both of these modern 
sing-along favorites for a double-barrelled batch of old-time singing fun! 
$3.98 each 12” HiFi 3314 rpm. Order from: Christian Board of Pub- 
lication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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—The Air-Conditioner 
Broke Down 


(Continued from page 8.) 


ice, the morning worship experi- 
ences, the family living as Chris- 
tians, and every area which offers 
to the church the opportunity to 
witness for its Lord and his love. 

Christian Education is the 
means, the vehicle through which 
Christ’s love is mediated to the 
world. It cannot be measured in 
terms of personality alone, least 
of all in terms of dollars and 
cents. 

The very next time your air- 
conditioner breaks down, don’t 
Fire anyone but Yourself (with 
zeal, with desire for God, with 
the willingness to sacrifice) that 
the ministry may be expanded and 
not withdrawn from those who 
need it. 

We heard what you said just 
now! And you're right! Christ’s 
Church Is idealistic! Aren’t you? 





CONGO CRISIS 
and 


CHRISTIAN MISSION 







by 
Robert Nelson 


The author of this perceptive report is 
executive secretary, Dept. of Africa, The 
United Christian Missionary Society. He 
has made five extensive visits to The 
Congo including one that preceded Con- 
golese independence and lasted through 
the chaotic months that followed. Pho- 
tographs by the author. 10C858 $1.50 
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Somebody's Darling? 


oo ONE FOR YOURSELF 


SPONSOR A KOREAN ORPHAN 
FOR aay PENNIES A DAY 


sore 


YOU CAN BRING JOY AND PEACE TO A 
LONESOME BOY OR GIRL WHO HUNGERS TO “BELONG” TO SOMEONE 


Only $8 a month or 26 pennies a day insures the orphan you sponsor lov- 
ing Christian care, food and shelter as well as school tuition which is 
charged for in Korea. Interest your Sunday Schoo’ or other church group 
or share a sponsorship with a friend. You will be blessed. 


You will welcome the information that no Home is supported by The 
Everett Swanson Evangelist Association, Inc. until it is truly Christian as to 
superintendent, entire staff and regular practice of prayers and Bible 
teaching, hymn singing, etc. Children in our Homes are being brought up 
with the intent that they will be future Christian leaders in Korea. 


TWO GOD MAY USE 


One of these is little Choi Mi Ok, No. P-1, above. She has been given a 
birth date of June 26 and will be five years old this month. Nothing is 
known of her past life. She was picked up and brought to our Orphanage 
by the city authorities in January, 1960. She is a lovely child and her 
name means “beautiful-like gem.” 


Another prospective future Christian leader is Kim Jong Kyung, No. P-10. 
Both of her parents were killed during the Korean War by one of our 
bombers. Relatives cared for her a short time and then she was forced to 
go out and beg for a living. Finally she came to our Jinjoo Christian Or- 
phanage. We are proud of her. 


New sponsors are desperately needed to care for the orphans pictured 
here and many more hungry, desolate children wandering the streets. 
Won't you be “Mommie or Daddie” to one such? PHONE OR WRITE NOW! 


The ESEA is now caring THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


for over 8000 otherwise 4848 North Leonard Drive Dept. CT-6 Chicago 31, Illinois 
homeless children. a a ia il 
work is known widely be- CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 


cause its message has 
gone out month after 
month in various ways in- 
cluding publicity in nu- 
merous leading religious 
magazines. It serves more 
than 9 million meals each 
year. Help us expand 
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| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
our 95 homes. Each one | WE chee ci cc dove dicccecccctidevesocccceseedecccicthevcaveeKhaes 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


My choice is Number ...... 
If this child has already been ‘‘adopted,’’ 


1 agree to support another whom 

you will select. With God’s help | will send $8 a month to your office. 

Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address and story. 1! understand 
1 may continue as long as | wish. Enclosed is support for [] first month, 
(0 one year. SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 

(J | cannot ‘‘adopt’’ a child but want to help by giving $ 


( Please send me further information, 


is a Christian institution Address 
with Bible-believing Staff ’ ‘ - 
and Board members. Help GO obec cdvtbecindevccdedctessiseeve MD Sieces WD ec ccccccsce 


us take ragged, forsaken 
children off the streets 
and into our Homes. You 
will find the sponsor-rela- 
tionship with your child 
a thrilling experience. 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. 


All gifts and sponsorings 
are income tax deductible. 


The Everett Swanson Evangelistic Association, Inc. 
An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 
Dept. CT-6 4848 N. Leon 


ard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 
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HAT shall we tell people to 

get them to accept respon- 
sibility in our church?” “How 
do you motivate people?” “We 
have too few leaders now, how 
can we expand our program?” 
These questions are asked almost 
everywhere that church activities 
or program are discussed. 

Well, what can be said to 
church members who are reluc- 
tant to become more deeply in- 
volved personally in the work of 
their churches? First, no one 
should try to dictate to another 
what he ought to do. Each one 
must decide voluntarily what is 
his responsibility in the church 
and whether or not he is willing 
to accept it. His decision should 
be his own and it should grow 
out of his commitment, not out 
of pressure or necessity. 

While none of us has the right 
to make another’s decision for 
him, we can interpret to him the 
meaning of his choice. Four sim- 
ple questions may help in this 
interpretation. 


How Important Is the Church? 


There are thousands of church 
buildings in which are held many 
hundreds of thousands of meet- 
ings. The church is a force in 
every local community and in the 
world. Its program includes peo- 
ple of all ages, races and social 
classes, and reaches to the far 
corners of the earth. Everyone 
is affected by the presence and 
influence of the church in his 
neighborhood. But are all this 
outlay of money and these many 
activities worthwhile? 

This, each person must decide 
for himself but he needs to rec- 
ognize that where there are 
churches, there must of necessity 
be church work. Experience has 
proved over and over again that 
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subsidized churches soon lan- 
guish. We cannot pay someone 
else to make our church vital and 
strong so that we may have its 
ministries. Churches and church 
programs require church work- 
ers. Somebody has to accept re- 
sponsibility. 


Do You Wish 
Personal Development? 


Talents improve with use. 
Ability and skill result from ac- 
tivity and practice. The organi- 
zations and program of the 
churches provide, for those will- 
ing to become involved, many op- 
portunities for the development 
of talent and new richness of per- 
sonality. 

One vital question churches 
need to consider in asking peo- 
ple to accept responsibility is 
this: What will this responsi- 
bility mean to the one accepting 
it? . . . Will it mean spiritual 
growth and satisfaction? When 
the answer is yes, then the in- 
vitation to accept can be more 
insistent and honest. 

There is something about re- 
sponsibility which causes people 
to seek to measure up to its re- 
quirements. Church histories in- 
clude many stories of men and 
women who found in their church 
responsibilities both the incentive 
and the opportunity to become 
and to do what otherwise would 
have been denied them. 


Have You Paid Your Debts? 


Nineteen centuries of living ex- 
perience with the Christian faith 
have made it available to us to- 
day. Others have preserved it 
for us. Everyone owes to previ- 
ous generations his possession of 
the Bible, his knowledge of the 
gospel, his access to the church. 
All of us are debtors. 


No one, by himself alone, has 
been able to learn the truths of 
the Christian religion nor to 
create a Christian community. 
There are no self-made Chris- 
tians! We are in debt to those 
whose personal interest encour- 
aged us to accept Christ and 
unite with his Church. 

This obligation we have to 
those who shared their faith with 
us can be met in part through 
active participation in the work 
of the church. 


Is His Will Your Will? 


Those invited to accept church 
responsibilities should ask ques- 
tions, making certain that their 
questions are the right ones. 
Sometimes, questions such as 
these are asked: Will it take 
much time? .. . How much will 
it cost? Of themselves, those 
invited to serve inquire, Do we 
want to do it or not? Are these 
the right questions? 

In the sentences of The Lord’s 
Prayer, for example, do not the 
petitions about “Thy will” and 
“Thy kingdom” involve more 
basic matters than convenience 
or whim? Jesus’ imperatives 
about love and seeking establish 
definite priorities for his disci- 
ples. 

When confronted with an op- 
portunity to use one’s talents in 
the church, should not the Chris- 
tian’s first question be: Is it 
God’s will that I accept? This 
is the perspective from which 
the invitation will be accepted or 
refused, after prayer, counsel and 
reflection. 

Whether churches would have 
more workers or fewer workers 
than at present if these four 
questions were made the basis of 
enlistment, no one can say. Those 
who accept responsibility with 
such “motivation” would surely 
contribute vitality and depth to 
their churches’ ministry. 
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THE TIE THAT BLINDS 


(Continued from page 9.) 


rive at a how-to-do-it kit for 
practicing Brotherhood but I 
shall start with God. I may not 
understand God any more than 
Georg but I know that God un- 
derstands me and my confusion. 
I shall study the Bible more 
diligently. Instead of thinking 
and wistfully dreaming of all the 
great things I shall do for God, 
I shall study more carefully the 
great record of what God has 
done for men. 


I shall study with fresh inter- 
est the story of Joseph and his 
brothers and I will identify my- 
self not with Joseph but with 
Judah whose attitude toward his 
brother is so like mine. ‘What 
profit is it if we slay our brother 

. 2? Come, let us sell him... 
and let not our hand be upon 
him. . . .” (Gen. 37:27.) I can 
sell the people in other parts of 
the world into slavery, ignorance, 
subordination, if it means peace, 
prosperity and happiness to my 
country and for my loved ones. 

Will I be able to do this if I 
further read this story and see 
the change in Judah? The fam- 
ily is faced with certain death 
from starvation and Judah, who 
has grown in wisdom, compas- 
sion and purpose, now says to his 
father, “We will rise and go, 
that we may live and not die, 
both we and you and also our lit- 
tle ones. I will be surety for him 
[Benjamin]; ... If I do not bring 
him back to you, .. . let me bear 
the blame forever.” (Gen. 43: 
8-9.) 

I shall see through this study 
that God gave these men an im- 
mortal destiny and lifted their 
life above the commonplace deci- 
sions of their day. They were not 
great or good men, only receptive 
men with a sense of religious 
meaning and mission for life in 
their day. They gained fame 
and stature not because they in- 
terpreted dreams, wrestled with 
angels or offered their children 
as sacrifices. They were great 
because they walked with God. 

Do I hesitate to start on this 
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study of brotherhood? Well, I 
have all the picture windows to 
wash, the flower beds need weed- 
ing I’m _ having out-of-town 
company. My hand, you see, is 
only now on the plow and al- 
ready I am looking back. The 
reason I look back is not the 
daily duties. I hesitate to make 
this decision because of the re- 


many times, “I am not smart 
enough, brave enough, clever 
enough. Use someone else, 
Lord.” 

Then I hope to remember 
Georg, the Americans in Europe, 
and the world of tomorrow which 
will be the world of my children. 
I do not want to say as did 
Judah, ‘Let me bear the blame 
for if we had not delayed, we 
would now have returned twice!” 

But if I continue to delay, to 
be bound by blinding ties of na- 


sponsibilities such a choice pre- tional superiority and 
Like Moses I shall say 


New light on 
melanin cael) 


INTERPRETING THE PARABLES 

By Arcuisatp M. Hunter. An absorbing discussion of 
Jesus’ familiar parables, and the varied meanings and 
mysteries that have been found in them—with sugges- 
tions on how to use them effectively in preaching today. 
FREE MEN $2.50 
Meditations on the Bible Today 

By Suzanne DE Dietricu. This noted French Biblical 
scholar shows how selected Scriptural passages yield 
insights on the meaning of that freedom which is be- 
stowed by Jesus Christ alone. $2.75 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

INTERPRETED IN WORDS AND PICTURES 

By J. T. Wiersma and J. W. Scnutte Norpxo rt. A study 
of the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed and the relation- 
ship between the words of the Creed and the Christian 
art of Michelangelo, Rembrandt, Velasquez, William 
Blake, Diirer, and others. 48 illustrations. Paperbound. 


THE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE *" °° 
By James D. Smart. Here is a unified approach to the 
Bible, which takes into account both the human and the 
divine elements in its origin. It will be a boon to the 
many Christians, ministers included, who are vague 
about how to treat Scripture both as a historical docu- 
ment and as a revelation of divine truth. $6.00 


Now at your bookstore THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7 


selfish 


needs, I may never get started. 


WESTMINSTER 
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JOINED the church many years 

ago,” says a regular attendant. 
“Why should I go now to Church 
School to learn how to become a 
Christian?” 

“Sunday School is fine for chil- 
dren and youngsters, but I am grown 
up.” 

“I need that time to get ready to 
go to church in an orderly fashion. 
To hurry off for school detracts 
from my enjoyment of the church 
worship.” 


These and many other objections 
are raised by a host of faithful 
churchgoers for not attending 
Bible or Church Schools. They fully 
agree that a well-rounded church 
program should provide a teaching 
period but feel no need of including 
themselves in this activity and no 
personal loss in not participating. 
At least there is not sufficient urge 
to get them out 90 minutes earlier 
on the Lord’s Day. 


You may be among those Sunday 
School truants who have good ex- 
cuses, but let me lay down some 
“Ifs” to show you what you are 
missing. 

(1)—“If” you will come to Bible 
School you will enjoy a wholesome 
sincere fellowship of Christian peo- 
ple, of all ages and varieties, that 
will do you good. Little time is 
available before and after church 
services to meet and greet, but in 
the class and between sessions this 
is extended. 


(2)—“If” you come to the school 
opening service you will find a 
freedom and informality that you 
may have missed in the church 
worship and a spirited enthusiasm 
in the hymns that will stir you ap- 
preciably. 

(3) —“If” you do your homework 
and follow the lessons conscien- 
tiously you will be surprised to find 
how much you have missed of the 
treasures buried in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The methods have changed 
since you were in the grade classes. 
Our “helps” and materials have sub- 
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by Carl hk. Brown 


What You May Be Missing 


stantially improved. Real scholars 
write and edit our lessons in such a 
way as to make ancient truths walk 
and talk today. You will thrill to 
learn new lessons and perhaps to 
learn anew some old ones. 


(4)—“If” you come as a disciple 
seeking instruction you will find 
each week some simple, practical, 
vital teaching—seeds that you may 
plant, nourish and watch grow. 
Our teachers are here not merely 
to theorize but to help in our daily 
living. 

(5)—“If” you come open-minded 
you will find yourself among other 
seekers where friendly discussions 
take place. It is often exciting to 
see what new and fresh thinking 
can come from adult class partici- 
pation. This is one of several 
“fringe benefits’ of the school. The 
preacher seldom gives opportunity 
to question or “talk back.” The 
teacher is always open (or should 
be) to such. 

(6)—“If” you want to pursue a 
course other than the uniform les- 
sons, why not suggest that a quar- 
ter be given over to What We Be- 
lieve, Teachings of Other Churches, 
The Christian Family, Missions To- 
day? Excellent materials are avail- 
able and your leaders will give re- 
sponsive attention. 

(7)—“If” you have youngsters 
around who ask embarrassing ques- 
tions about life, the Bible, etc., you 
will find Church School lessons have 
some of the answers and will help 
you keep abreast of their thinking. 
Also when you say “come along with 
us” you are in better bargaining 
position than when you say “hurry 
off to Sunday School.” 

(8)—“If” you come to the Sunday 
Church School in the spirit of a 
humble learner you will be in a 
good frame of mind, alert, sympa- 
thetic, responsive when you go on 
to the worship experience to follow. 

It’s certainly worth an _ honest 
effort. 


LET THE CHILDREN COME 


by G. Edwin Osborn. This colorful booklet is 
an order of service for the presentation and 
blessing of little children and covenant of ded- 
ication of parents and church. 25A241, $2.50 
per doz. Bethany Press book. 


GROWING IN GOD’S WAY: 
MY FIRST BOOK 


A baby book with lovely water-color pictures, 
space for records, birth announcement, certifi- 
cate, etc. A complete record from nursery 
through school years. 99A401, heavy paper, $ .75 





CRADLE ROLL RING 


A charming, unusual card designed in the shape 
of a small bootie. A tiny silver ring is at- 
tached with a delicate satin ribbon. Blue, 
90A213; Pink, 90A212; $1.00 ea. 


WELCOMING THE BABY 


A beautiful eight-page booklet to present par- 
ents at annual dedication service of parents of 
babies. Envelopes included. 254129, $ .10 ea.; 
$1.00 per doz. 


CRADLE ROLL CERTIFICATE 


Contains a Cradle Roll Certificate, prayers ° 
the child and a letter for the parents. 25A1l04 
$. 25 ea.; $2.75 per doz. 


NURSERY ROLL CERTIFICATE 


This attractive certificate includes a selection 
of prayers for the child, a prayer and letter 
~ the parents. 25A105, $ .25 ea.; $2.75 per 
oz. 


NURSERY HOME ROLL 


In lovely full color, this roll is decorated with 
children’s faces and flowers. Ample space for 
32 names; complete with med name slips. 
Text from Mark 10:14. 20A499, $1.00 


NURSERY CRADLE ROLL 


Nursery rolls in two styles. One design pic- 
tures Jesus with children, ribbons hold 20 cards 
with children’s faces. The other shows Jesus 
as a shepherd with lambs as name cards. 
20A334. So 0s set—Jesus and the children 

$3.50; 20A335, Package of 20 name 
cards . . ‘- 0; 20. A338, complete set—The 
Good Shepherd . . $3.50; 20A339, package 
mame cards . . | $ 150 
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Four Tomato Plants 
By Blanche Latham 


“Your mother is with me and 
will be back about noon. Gloria’ 
was the message written on the 
back of a receipt stuck on the 
doorknob when I arrived home 
for lunch. 

Thinking how kind it was of 
Gloria to entertain Mother who 
had recently come to visit with 
her unattached daughter, I 
started lunch. 

Mother soon came in, quite 
excited. Her past years spent on 
a farm were reviewed, I am sure, 
as they had visited a greenhouse 
so Gloria could buy some plants 
for her garden. Mother had in- 
vested some of her meager funds 
too! She had bought four to- 
mato plants! 


One morning (an _ unusually 
warm one for May) I returned 





Miss Latham is the registrar for 
Lynchburg College, Lynchburg, Va. 
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home from work unexpectedly 
and there were my 78-year-old 
mother and Gloria spading 
garden for dear life. The tomato 
plants had already been tenderly 
hoed. 

Each time Mother went by the 
garden, and many times from 
the upstairs apartment window, 
the health of those tomato plants 
was checked on. Few conversa- 
tions failed to include some ref- 
erence to the gardening venture. 

The tomato crop was a good 
one and Gloria made many trips 
up the stairs bearing tomatoes 
of varying size from those four 
plants (and quite likely from her 
plants too). The two tomato 
growers shared in the pride in 
their crop but more wonderful 
still, the 78-year-old gardener’s 
day was brightened by the brief 
visits of her young fellow-gar- 
dener. 


Books Received 


LETTERS FROM A HEADMASTER’S STUDY. By 
Charles Martin. Oxford University Press. 126 
pages. 

THE ROLE OF THE BIBLE IN CONTEMPORARY 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. By Sara Little. John 
Knox Press. 190 pages. $3.50. 

VICTORY OVER SUFFERING. By A. Graham Ikin. 
Channel Press. 144 pages. $2.50. 

THE PASTORAL CALLING. By Paul Rowntree Clif- 
ford. Channel Press. 144 pages. $3. 

A PSYCHOLOGY FOR PREACHING. By Edgar N. 
Jackson. Channel Press. 191 pages. $3.50. 


DISORDERS OF THE EMOTIONAL AND wane 


LIFE. By W. L. Northridge. Channel Press. 
pages. $3. 

HE WILL ANSWER (Cartoons). By Jack Hamm. 
— and Company, Inc. 96 pages. $1 
‘aper). 


COMMUNION TABLE DISMISSALS. By John Keith 
Benton. Abingdon Press. 16 pages. $0.50 (Paper). 
THE LETTERS OF JAMES AND PETER. Edited by 
a Barclay. The Westminster Press. 415 pages. 
$2.50. 


THE REFORM OF LITURGICAL WORSHIP. By Massey 
H. Shepherd, Jr. Oxford University Press. 118 
pages. 

THE SPIRIT OF PROTESTANTISM. 
aie Brown, 


By Robert Mc- 
Oxford University Press. 264 pages. 


A HISTORY OF THE EVANGELICAL AND RE- 
FORMED CHURCH. By David Dunn, Josias Friedli, 
Cari E. Schneider, Paul N. Crusius, Theophil W. 
Menzel, William Toth, James E. Wagner. The Chris- 
tian Education Press. 369 pages. $5.95. 

ARRANGING FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY. By 
Francis Patteson-Knight and Margaret McReynolds St. 
126 pages. $3.50. 
By Burton R. Throck- 
The Westminister Press. 109 pages.. 


Claire. Harper and Brothers. 
ROMANS FOR THE LAYMAN. 
morton, Jr. 
$1.25 
THE LETTERS TO TIMOTHY, TITUS AND PHILE- 
MON. By William Barclay. The Westminster Press. 
324 pages. $2.50. 

PRAYERS FOR CHURCH WORKERS. 
Kendig Brubaker Cully. 
pages. $2. 


Edited by 
The Westminster Press. 107 
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Abnormal Angel 


I Am Anthony. By Peg Stokes. 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 317 pages. $3.95. 


“‘Always remember, my friends,’ 
shouted Tony, flexing his knees 
slightly, ‘The Kingdom of God is 
worth any sacrifice you can make 
to be a part of it!’ He swung his 
right shoulder back, extending his 
long arm to full length as he did 
So. 

“‘*And the wages of sin—’ he gave 
a couple of fast twirls to the wrist 
on the end of which a broad fist 
was properly clenched, ‘are—’ he 
brought his arm up from floor level 
with the speed of a rocket—‘death!’ 
He grunted audibly as the knuckles 
of his right hand crashed into Big 
Ed’s mouth and his left fist, a split 
second later, buried itself in the 
dazed man’s stomach with such 
force that even the Lord himself 
winced.” 

Does this sound like an angel to 
you? Believe it or not, this is the 
Angel Anthony, sent to earth by 
God himself to clear Ned Newcomb, 
an innocent man, of a murder 
charge and help his wife who is the 
victim of terrible gossip. 

Tony is hardly an average angel. 
His soul, though black with sin, 
was saved at the last moment by 
the giving of his life to save a 
friend’s. He spends his first weeks 
in heaven in terror that he will be 
sent elsewhere as soon as the Lord 
discovers his presence, and nearly 
drives the other angels, including 
his guardian angel, Hank, out of 
their minds by wailing and. loudly 
repenting his sins, most of the time. 

His conscience constantly bother- 
ing him, he finally asks God to pun- 
ish him for his many sins, a re- 
quest unprecedented in the history 
of heaven. Jesus, in his infinite 
wisdom, comes up with a plan to 
send Tony to earth in human form, 
with only the company and help of 
his guardian angel, to solve the 
problems of the Newcombs. How 
he does this makes an interesting 
story. 

The book is an engrossing account 
of the power of faith and hope, 
of hate and terror sown in people’s 
minds by the powers of evil, and 
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‘¢¥You Are What You Read’’ 


of the beauty of repentance. It 
is a fascinating description of one 
woman’s ideas of the heavenly king- 
dom and what it holds in store for 
each of us.—MARGARET KOCH. 


Lilting and Solid 
The Stranger of Galilee. By R. E. 


O. White. William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. 203 pages. 
$3.50. 


Of the writing of “Lives of Jesus” 
there are no discernible signs of an 
end. In the case of British Baptist 
minister White’s. contribution we 
may be grateful that this literary 
preoccupation with the Source of 
Christian faith continues, 

The Stranger of Galilee is an elo- 
quent book. Its author is an artist 
whose medium is words and phrases. 
The resultant effect of his effort 
is a work of lyrical beauty, a verbal 
portrait exquisite in tone and feel- 
ing. It is at once an enthralling 
picture of its Subject and a testa- 
ment of devotion. 

This book is not in the classic 
tradition of Edersheim or Headlam. 
Nor is it concerned with the critical 
problems which engaged the atten- 
tion of Schweitzer, Montefiore and 
Goguel. Worship is its mood, dis- 
cipleship its emphasis. Jesus Christ 
is White’s Lord and the reader is 
every moment made aware of this 
controlling fact. 

There are no great new insights 
into the character and concepts of 
Jesus. No new ground is broken. 
But well-known truth is stated with 
arresting power in fresh and excit- 
ing language. Though the treat- 
ment is unacademic the author is 
obviously not unlearned. Beneath 
the lilting paragraphs lies a foun- 
dation of solid scholarship (more 
characteristic of British pastors than 
of American) which thoroughly 
qualifies the writer for his task. 

Some chapters appear to be ser- 
monic essays—but good ones! In 
fact, the whole volume is hortatory 
in character, seeking to exhibit the 
transforming power of Christ as un- 
diminished across the passing years. 
Read it—it will do you good.—FReED 
THOMPSON, JR. 






For All Faiths 


Floral Decorations for Your 


Church. By Fern Bowers Hunt. 
Chilton Company. 223 pages. $6.95. 


This useful book deserves a place 
in every church library. 

It goes far beyond the limits in- 
dicated by the title. In three sec- 
tions are presented a brief history 
of the use of flowers in Occidental 
and Oriental worship, suggestions 
for floral decorations for holidays 
and special occasions, with a state- 
ment concerning practices and cus- 
toms of other countries, and litur- 
gical directives as laid down by ec- 
clesiastical authority, with estab- 
lished rules for when and where 
flowers may be placed in the church. 
Thus, it is useful for churches of 
every faith and every size. 

Enjoyable and practical additions 
are suggestions for prolonging the 
life of cut plant materials, drying 
flowers for winter arrangements, 
developing church gardens and 
teaching children the fundamentals 
of using flowers in worship. 

A glossary lists all plants and 
flowers suitable for church decora- 
tion, with common and botanical 
names, which grow in the United 
States, from mountaintop to sea 
level. 

Many black and white photo- 
graphs add interest.—DoroTHY and 
LESTER OSTERHORN. 


Major Ideas 


Romans for the Layman. By Bur- 
ton H. Throckmorton, Jr. The 
Westminster Press. 109 pages. $1.25. 


Here is a small volume written 
on the pre-commentary level for 
the average church layman. The au- 
thor does not interpret Romans 
verse by verse or chapter by chap- 
ter but he writes in a clear language 
on some of the major ideas with 
which Paul is concerned in his let- 
ter to the church at Rome. Some 
of Paul’s ideas that the author dis- 
cusses are: Righteousness, Grace, 
Man, Sin, Freedom, Adoption, Love 
and Body of Christ.—R. E. B. 
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Relax 


Never argue with your phy- 
sician; he has inside informa- 
tion. 


Order of Importance 


We were late getting to bed 
and the children were very 
tired. Finally, we began our 
evening prayers. It was eight- 
year-old Lori’s turn to respond 
but she remained silent. I 
reminded her that it was her 
turn. 

“I can’t,” came her sleepy 
reply. “I don’t know if we’re 
on the stuff we want or the 
stuff we don’t want.” 


LILLIAN KUCERA 


Campus Fauna 


Squirrels chatter in the trees, 
Chase and scurry as they 
please; 
Take for granted living here 
In this cultured atmosphere; 
Scarcely even pause to glance 
At either Pomp or Circum- 
stance. 


—PAUL ARMSTRONG 


Nobody can help you to plan 
your evenings like a new baby. 





“Honest, Dad, I just hap- 
pened to be in the bathroom 
when Mom crammed every- 
thing into this medicine cab- 
inet.” 
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LESSON MATERIALS MUST FIT 
THE SPIRITUAL GROWTH OF THE STUDENT 


THE BETHANY BIBLE STUDENT 
and 
THE BETHANY BIBLE TEACHER 
are specially tailored 
for adults and young adults. 


The Bethany Bible Teacher and The Bethany Bible Student are designed to 
expand adults’ and young adults’ understanding of the scripture and help them 
apply this understanding to enrich their daily life. Each lesson consists of scrip- 
ture lesson, devotional reading and brief memory selection from the Bible. Spe- 
cial lesson helps, prepared by biblical scholars and educators, include ‘“Under- 
standing the Scripture’ by Dwight E. Stevenson; a commentary on present-day 
applications of lesson themes by Maurice W. Fogle; and discussion questions, 
one section for young adults by Ian J. McCrae, and one for adults by Herschell 
H. Richmond. In addition, The Bethany Bible Teacher contains many aids 
for the teacher including, lesson objectives, outline class meetings, topic sum- 
maries, points of emphasis and use of audio-visual materials and many other 
valuable aids to help teachers make classes both interesting and informative. 
Order sample copies today from: 


CHRISTIAN BOARD of PUBLICATION 
Box 179 - St. Louis 66, Mo. 


(765) 29 
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"The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





Dyed-in-the-Wool 
Editor, The Christian: 

Ever since reading your editorial 
in the Feb. 26 issue of The Chris- 
tian, titled, “Blake’s Church,” I have 
wanted to pass along my views and 
I hope the views of many other 
Disciples. 

You are so right; such a merger 
would be “Blake’s Church” or who- 
ever might come up with such an 
idea. I know what happened to 
the Disciples in the setting up of 
the United Church of North India 
and I didn’t like it. Because we 
lacked the strength, both financial 
and numerical, we were invited to 
join but ... “you must believe as 
we do and do as we want done,” 
thanks to our Anglican brethren. 

I think we underestimate our- 
selves when we continually com- 
plain about the division of the 
Church and the lack of unity. Ecu- 
menicity is an attitude at best and 
certainly not a mechanical running 
of the Church and I want to say 
that at least in our community ecu- 
menicity has gone a long way. 

Such a thing as uniting denomi- 
nations as large as the Disciples and 
the others listed in “Blake’s Church” 
would be unheard of if one is think- 
ing in terms of worship together, 
conventions together and publica- 
tions. I do not think this is what 
is meant by unity. 

For example, in our town, the 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Chris- 
tian churches work so closely that 
if one is having a particularly in- 
teresting Sunday evening program 
the other two dismiss so their mem- 
bers may attend... . 

I’m afraid if Blake’s bunch ever 
approaches Disciple leaders on such 
a type of unity and our people seri- 
ously consider it I shall have to go 
off and start a cult of my own, 
dyed-in-the-wool Disciple that I 
am.—Mrs. CLAUDE C. McDONALD, 
Iowa Park, Texas. 


Holy Ghost Defined 
Editor, The Christian: 


This letter is occasioned by the 
apparent difficulties that are en- 
countered when it becomes neces- 
sary to describe or discuss the Holy 
Ghost. Our Sunday School Uniform 
Lessons sound as though they would 
like to dodge the issue by explain- 
ing what the Holy Ghost is not 
rather than to define what it is. 

The Father is the Creator of the 
heaven, the earth and mankind. He 


—Alexander Campbell 


is the supervisor of the universe 
and the judge of man. He is the 
giver of physical laws. To some, 
he also represents the executive, 
the executioner, the deliverer of 
justice. 

But, one thing for certain, he is 
God as unseen in heaven... . 

The Son was a preacher, a 
teacher, a giver of moral laws 
through illustration and example. 
He is the Christ, the Savior, Re- 
deemer. But the one understand- 
able, unshakeable fact is that he is 
(was) God as seen on earth... 

The Holy Ghost is God as unseen 
on earth. 

Whether you think of this as 
three parts of one God or as God 
in three forms makes no difference 
insofar as the - definition is con- 
cerned. The Holy Trinity can be 
interpreted either way and there is 
no universal agreement among the 
Disciples of Christ. They will agree 
that they are Trinitarians but they 
seem to prefer not to define it.— 
NELSON O. CorPoRON, Pittsburg, Kan. 


Editor’s Comment: It’s always in- 
teresting to see one more statement 
on this central doctrine. I couldn’t 
agree that the above makes the pro- 
found very simple. And Alexander 
Campbell, for one, would never ac- 
cept the title of Trinitarian. There 
is value in continued expression of 
our faith, like this one. 


Sick at Heart 
Editor, The Christian: 

I hadn’t been able to go to church 
for some time, and when at last 
I got back, I found that our dear 
church—the one I have had_ so 
much faith in—is arguing about 
UCMS and direct support. Now I 
didn’t know about this and I have 
sent what little money I have had 
to a couple of friends of mine who 
were my classmates at Eugene Bi- 
ble College, whom I love dearly. I 
know they love God and Jesus with 
all their beings and are trying to 
follow his command, “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel.” 

So, believe me, it wasn’t that I 
didn’t believe in UCMS, because I 
have gotten deep spiritual help from 
the literature and missionaries and 
editors who are part of it. It was 
that I knew these people personally 
and wanted to help them. It made 
me sick at heart when I heard of 
the breaking up of Christian breth- 
ren over this issue. 

This poem is what resulted. I 


——————_ 


Letters... 


think we need every Christian to do 
his best. 


When millions of souls are dying 
In hopelessness and despair, 
Why do we stand and argue 
Over ways God’s love to share? 


How grieved our God must be to- 
day 

To hear us almost fight 

When we should be humbly serv- 
ing 

To bring these souls to the Light. 

Oh, Christian brethren, hearken! 

Let’s not stand in the way 

Of God’s great plan of salvation 

To win his lost children today. 


Let’s labor in love together 
God’s commandment to obey 
To save the lost—to win his own, 
Through Christ, the living Way. 
—BEULAH A. CuRTISS, Dallas, Ore. 


EDITOR’s COMMENT: This is a noble 
viewpoint. I receive numerous 
charges in my mail that UCMS 
missionaries teach false doctrine 
and therefore “independent” mis- 
sionaries have to go out with the 
correct doctrine, No one has told me 
how a lone individual is more likely 
to arrive at the truth than a fellow- 
ship of Christians. Fortunately, 
many of the direct-support mission- 
aries I know preach a positive gos- 
pel and do not participate in the 
campaign to destroy others. Local 
churches at home would do well to 
put the accent on the positive. 


Reaction 
Editor, The Christian: 


I don’t know the gentleman whose 
letter appeared in The Christian for 
March 5, 1961, under the heading, 
“Serious Discussions on Unity,” but 
I agree 100 per cent with him. If 
we don’t go along with this thing, 
we will be in the same boat with 
our friends in Canada when they 
failed to go along with the United 
Church movement there. Now, peo- 
ple think of us over there as some 
“backward” group, if they have 
heard of us at all. I know the re- 
action. We have friends and rela- 
tives in Toronto. When we tell 
them that the Christian Church en- 
dorses church unity, they look at 
us as though we are slightly 
“tetched,” and comment, “Well, you 
certainly don’t practice what you 
preach.” What sort of an excuse 


can be offered? There do not seem 
to be any good ones left.-—HARRy 
McDOowELL, Winter Haven, Fla. 
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REASON 


: by Kelly O’Neall 


There’s a job that needs your doing, There’s a dream that wants pursuing 
A cathedral that requires your hand and skill. 

God has sent you to adorn it, it would be your shame to scorn it. 
He has destined you a purpose to fulfill. 


You may do some simple duty; or play parts of boundless beauty 
But it matters not how small may be your role 

The eternal human drama is a varied panorama; 
And each character adds beauty to the whole. 


The important thing, I take it, is to act your part and make it 
The most glorious thing in all the wondrous play. 

There’s no other one created, through the ages it has waited 
Just for you, those things to do, those words to say. 





—A SUNDAY 
(Continued from page 15.) 


shower .. . I'll finish breakfast 


. . . Joyce can set the table... 
Hurry, David!” 

“And let the dishes sit in the 
sink!” cried Daddy, dashing to- 
ward the hall. “We'll all go to 
Morrison’s for dinner!” 

Laughing, I ran into the 
kitchen with Mother. Oh, Sun- 
day was going to be wonderful 
again, as it used to be... the 
best day of the week. ... 


Books Received— 


THE FAITH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Re- 
vised). By Gustaf Aulen. Muhlenberg Press. 403 
pages. $6.95. 

COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS. By Ragner Bring. 
Muhlenberg Press. 296 pages. $4.50. 
PROTESTANT EXPERIENCE WITH UNITED STATES 
IMMIGRATION. By Benson Y. Landis. National 
Council of Churches, Church World Service, Immigration 
Services. P. 0. Box 500, Manhattanville Station, New 
York 27, N. Y. 81 pages. $1.25. 10 or more 
copies, $1.00 each. (Paper) 

PATHWAYS TO PERSONAL CONTENTMENT. By 
Frank A. Kostyu. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 191 pages. 
$4.95. 

SEX WAYS—IN FACT AND FAITH. Edited by 
Evelyn M. and Sylvanus M. Duvall. Association Press. 
253 pages. $3.95. 

GAY NINETIES. By Colby D. Hall. The Naylor 
Company. 132 pages. $3. 

PRESIDENTS: MEN OF FAITH (Revised). By Bliss 
Isely. W. A. Wilde Company. 290 pages. $4.50. 


The Parables of Yeaue 


Sung by Edwin Bolton 
With Organ Accompaniment 
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QUESTION: What do Disciples 
of Christ believe? Has it ever 
been plainly stated? 


ANSWER: It may comfort you 
to know that you are not the only 
one asking these questions. They 
are more and more being asked 
as we have fellowship with other 
communions. Many, if not most, 
of these communions have a creed 
or statement of faith. 

Young people in discussing reli- 
gion with their schoolmates find 
themselves embarrassed because 
their chums can recite creeds and 
articles of faith and they can 
not. 

It is good for us to rethink our 
position. I think we Disciples 
have a plea that is needed in 
Protestant Christianity. It is our 
own traditional pattern. We have 
no creed nor statement of faith. 
These, we contend, can become 
divisive. 

Plainly stated or not, creeds 
would not satisfy all of our peo- 
ple. Nor would they give us 
the continuing need to think and 
re-think our faith. This is a key 
to Disciple growth. To fashion 
creeds or statements of faith that 
would hope to bind people’s mind 
within the framework of said 
creed would lead to stagnation. To 
say that here is the sum of all of 
our faith would be like putting 
an anchor on our constant search 
for new truths. 

Historically we have said, “We 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE 
CHRISTIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 


Chester A. Sillars 


believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God and our 
personal Saviour.” Some might 
call this a minimum creed. They 
would think it inadequate. Actu- 
ally it is a maximum of faith. 
This statement,- based on Peter’s 
confession, is the rock of our 
faith. It is our New Testament 
position. 

To recite a creed by rote as one 
would a numbers table does not 
prove a soundness of faith by any 
means. You have read in the 
world’s best-selling book that the 
devil quoted scripture. 

In the advance knowledge that 
some of my theologian friends 
will love me less for it, I want 
to say that I believe that we can 
not add to the above rock of our 
faith. We may say it other ways. 
We may spell it out in an ac- 
ceptable statement of faith. We 
may write volumes plainly stated 
or in obscure terms, and still not 
add one iota to the real meaning 
of our confession. 

With this statement we find 
that we have an eternal truth. 
We should think about it con- 
stantly, exploring how it applies 
to each situation in life today. 
Ours is a thoughtful faith for the 
real thinking man. Thinking 
about this, probing and question- 
ing, makes it a personal faith 
when we accept it. In this we 
find that we have accepted a way 
of life and have not just mem- 
orized a pious-sounding creed. 

In this day of instant coffee, 
instant tea, instant bake mix, 
instant mud, and _ push-button 
lazy living, let us not succumb 


to instant push-button thinking. 

The substitution of creeds or 
articles of faith for real thought 
about Jesus as a personal Saviour 
will not lead the way to redemp- 
tion. I may be wrong but I be- 
lieve this. 

We are all different and that 
is good or God would not have 
made us so. Our prayers may 
have much in common but not 
all in common. We Disciples be- 
lieve that we can build our faith 
on Jesus Christ and, with this 
foundation, differ without being 
mean and hateful. 

What one Disciple believes (and 
sometimes the only one) you will 
find in A Chat With Chet. What 
many other Disciples believe you 
will find in the columns of The 
Christian. You will find much in 
the Bethany History Series and 
many other books by Disciple 
authors. Most of it is in reason- 
ably plain language. 








